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Tue Hox. J. C. G. FOULEES: On
that assurance, I have no objection to go
on with the Bill.

Tae Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I do
not see why the Hon. Coloniul fecretary
wishes to rush this Bill through. T ask
hon. members to defer the.committee
stage nntil the next sitting of the House.

Amendment put and passed.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 95 o'clock p.m., ad-
jowrned until Tuesday, 20th November,
at 7-:30 o’clock p.m.

Fegislative RAssembly,

Mondoy, 19th November, 1894.

Scale of Fees chargeable under Transfer of Land Act——
Effect of absence of the Governor from the colony
during Constitutional difficulties—Streets in Bun-
hur{u losing Bill : first rending—Lenve of Ahsence
for Me. Piesse—Proposed nppointment of a select
committes to inguire into nllegntions respecting
the teaching of dogmn in Assisted Schools—Con-
stitution Act Further Amendment Bill: Reserved
for Her Mu;esty's plensnre—dledical Bill: con-
sideration of commitiec's report—Ferth Water.
works Purchase Bill: second reading—Droviog
Bill: Message from Legislative Council—Elemen:
tary Education Act Amendment Bill : in commitfee
—Revoking of Civil Service Commission : adjourned
debate—Adjournment.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at
730 pm.

PrAYERS.

SCALE OF FEES CHARGEABLE UNDER
TRANSFER OF LAND ACT.

Mg. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Attorney General
whether the Government would take
such steps as might be necessary to
establish o scale of fees to be charged
by surveyors under the Land Transfer
Act, and to provide that such fees shall
not be recoverable until plans shall have
been certified by the Inspector of Plans
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in the Land Titles Office? His reason
for agking the question was because there
hod been a great deal of dissatisfaction
expressed outside with regard to the fees
charged and the mauner in which matters
were brought before the office, and the
difficulty of getting the business through.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) replied that he would look into
the matter during the recess, and would
consider it thoroughly. He was not
prepared to say that a scale of fees
could be established without an amend-
ment of the Trunsfer of Land Act.

EFFECT OF ABSENCE OF GOVERNOR
FROM COLONY DURING CONSTITU-
TIONAL DIFFICULIIES.

Mr. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether, in
the opinion of the Government, the
settlement of the eonstitutional difficul-
ties between the Houses of Parliament
was [ikely to be in any degree delayed
by the absence of His Excellency the
Governor from the colony ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Bir J. Forrest)
replied that the Grovernment was not
aware of any reason for thinking so.

STREETS OF BUNBURY CLOSING BILL.

Introduced by M=r. VENN, and read a
first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of Mg. TRAYLEN, leave
of absence for a fortnight was granted to
the lhon. member for the Williams (Mr.
Piisse).

ALLEGED TEACHING OF DOGMA IN
ASSISTED SCHOOLS.

Mr. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, moved: “That in consequence of
the allegations und denials made in this
House respecting the teaching of dogma,
in Assisted Schools, it is desirable that a
select: commitiee be appointed to inquire
into the facts, and that no vote on the
Elementary Education Bill should be
taken till the select committee shall have
reported.”  He said: Various allega-
tions have been made on this subject in
the course of debute, and these allegations
have been categorically denied by one or
two members, and it seems to me desir-
able that the House should be put in
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full possession of the facts, because, if
these allegations are true, I take it that
members would give the matter their
consideration when dealing with the Bill
now before the House, which proposes to
increase the grant to these schools.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest}:
The Government have no objection to a
sclect committes being appointed; the
ounly difficulty I see is that such an
inquiry would necessarily take some time.
I do not know how long the House will
continue in session, or how far the
invesligations of the committee would be
likely to influence the House in dealing
with the Bill. That, of course, is difficult
for me to say ; but we have no objection
to the committee, if the House wishes
it.

Mr. RICHARDSON : Might I nsk
what will be the result, if this committee
is appointed, and it takes some time to
bring up its report? Will it have the
cffect of keeping the House in session
until the committee Lriugs np its report ?

Tar SPEAKER: Of course, if the
Grovernment acts upon the resolution, the
Bill cannot be proceeded with nntil the
select committee reports. But that would
not prevent the session being prorogued.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : When this
question was hefore the House, the other
day, I was distinctly challenged by the
Commissioner of Crown Lands as to the
accuracy of certain statements which I
made on that oceasiom, with reference to
a geography book which I said was in
use in one of the Assisted schools in
Perth; and I was called upon more than
once to prove the statement. This is a
most unusual course of procedure, for
a deliberate statement made in the House
18 usually accepted, when that statement
is calmly and deliberately made; and the
member making use of it is expected to
take the responsibility of his statement,
if he makes it publicly upon the floor
of the House. However, the Com-
missioner of Crown TLands deemed it
neceasary to contradict the statement
which I then made; hut, since that
time, three other school hooks, in addi-
tion to the one I had before, have heen
sent to me, with the assurance that
they are being used in thiy particular
gchool., I may say that I have not
sought any evidence in this matter; it
was brought to me, and T must say I was
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very much surprised when I received the
information. Since this matter was under
discussion the other day, the following
statements have been brought to me-—
voluntarily brought to me—and I will ask
the leave of the House to read them :—

Statement by Alfred V. Gurner, Resident
Reader, Leederville: “1he geography hbook
with the name May Hodson in it, referred to
by Mv. Illingworth in the Legislative
Assembly during the Education debate, was
lent me by a scholar that had just left St.
Brigid’s Assisted School, and was attending
the $t. Barnabas Day School at Leederville,
who informed me that the book wue still in
use at the said echool.—Dated, Nov. 15, 1804.”

Statement made by Ernest Stone, of Leeder-
ville : “ November 14, 1894. [ paid the sister
in charge of St. Brigid’s 8chool the sum of 6d.
for a copy of the geography hook (black cover)
used in the school, abont 14 days ago, and that
morning was told by the sister that the book
would no longer be used in this acheol, and
that the money paid for it wonld be given
back to me to-morrow morning.”—Statement
made by Ernest Stone, in the presence of his
father and me, this 14th day of November,
1894, ALFRED V. QURNER.

Statement made by Sammel Richards, of
Mary Street, Perth: /I am 13 yeavs of age. 1
attended the day school (St. Brigid's) im
Fitzgerald street for nearly two (2) years, and
am still attending there. The geography
book with the nume of Williain Richards in it
was used by me at the school, and at home
last week—that i to say, within the last 14
days. The same book is used by all scholars
in the fourth standard,”—This statement was
made this 15th day of November, in my
presence. Signed; ALFRED V. GURNER, Resi-
dent, Reader, Leederville.

Statement made by Albert Cafyn, of Leeder-
ville : “I am nof 10 years of age. Iattended St.
Brigid's Assisted School, in Fitzgerald street,
West Perth, for about 18 months, and left
about five months ago to attend a school
nearer home. Whilst I attended the school
the goography book with my name in it was
used by me the whole {ime. "—S8tatement made
by the said Albert Caffyn to me, this i5th day
of November, 1884, in the presence of Samuel
Richards. Signed, ALFRED V. GURNER.

November 19th, 1894. Statement made by
George Courtenay, of Leederville: I am nine
years of age. I am attending 3t. Brigid's
Asgisted School, and am io the 3rd (third)
standard. The geography book is used by the
whole class. 1t i3 a small book, in black
covers. I am not certain as to the name of
the publisher, but T should know one if I saw
it, It was used last on Friday, November
16th, 1894. I am a Roman Catholie.”—This is
the statement by George Courtenay, of Leeder-
ville, in the presence of Mra, Margaret Wilson,
of Leederville, and myself, this 19th day of
November, 1894, Signed, ALFRED V. GURNER,
Resident Reader, Leederville.
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Now, theze are all statements which have
been voluntarily made with reference to
the use of this particular book in this
particular school, and I think they will
be quite sufficient to satisfy this House,
and particularly the Minister for Lands,
that I made no statements which I could
not substantiate. I desive to state here
publicly, on the floor of the House, that
I have never made a slatement, in o
publie position, which I could not sub-
stantiate, and I regret that the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands should have
deemed it necessary to throw diseredit
upon u statement deliberately made
before this House by any member. I
want to make another statement, which
came from a Protestant child attending
an  Assisted school—not St. Brigid's
School—which has come to me from the
child's parent, who does not wish his
name published, as it may injure him in
business. The statement was made by
the child, a Protestant child, that she
intended to Dbecome a nun as soon as she
became of age —a statement which carries
its own argmmnent, in support of the class
of teaching pursued at these schools,
I have other letters on the same subject,
of a similar character, which bhave heen
sent to me anonymously, but which I will
not make use of, for that reason. But I
desire to call attention to the distinct
fact that these books, notwithstanding
what has been said to the coutrary, have
been in use up to a very recent date in
these Assisted schools. T have the very
highest respect for the self-sacrificing
men and women who devote themselves
to this work, and for the educational
standard nitained by the fraternity known
as the Christian Brothers; but members
know as well as I do that the educational
efforta of both these orders—the Christian
Brothers and the Nuns —are, after all,
but a means to an end; that with them
education is a means to an end, and that
end is the extension of the Roman Catholic
faith and of ihe Roman Catholic Church.
I have no objection to these devoted
people prosecuting this work in their own
schools, with their own funds, furnished
to them by their own people; but it is
a very different thing when we tind Pro-
testant children attending these schools,
supported, as they are, by the State, and
when we find, as the result of the teaching
in these schools, a Protestant child
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informing her parents that she means to
become a nun as soou as she leaves the
control of her parents.

TrE CommissioNer oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Has she become
one?

Mr. ILLINGWOQRTH : She is not of
age. It is clear that the system of
teaching in these svhools is not confined
to secular instruction. I think it is also
clear that what I stated the other evening
about the books in use in these schools
was absolutely true, notwithstanding the
contradictions of the Commissioner of
Crown Lunds. I would like to urge upon
the Commissioner of Crown Lands that
when he again desires 10 comsult hig
spiritual adviser it is desivable that he
should not consult him in the Parlizmen-
tary gallery, becanse, unfortunately, state-
ments that are made in that gallery are
apt to be overheard ; and, if necessary, I
am prepared to bring witnesses forward
who distinctly heard the conversation
that took place between the hon. member
and the reverend gentleman who sat in
that gallery the other evening, and who
are prepared to state that what was said
to the kon. member was contrary to what
the hon. member afterwards stated in the
House.

Tue COMMISBIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): T
should like to ask the hon. member if he
wishes to impugn the truth of my state-
ment? He has made an innuendo which
he has not the manliness to put in plain
terms; will he be good enough to explain
what he means? '

Mg. InniveworTH: I mean to say
this, that when the Commissioner of
Lands challenged me the other night to
prove my statement. it was after having
an interview with o reverend gentleman
in the gallery, who told him that these
hooks had recently been in use,

Twe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): Sir, it
is unparliamentary to accuse an hon.
memher of telling an untruth, but the
hon. member has certainly stated what is
contrary to the truth.

Me. InrivoworTH: T can produce two
gentlemen, who were in the gallery, who
heard what was said.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : T defy
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you to produce anyone who can counfirm
what you have said.

Me. InviveworTH: I say I can pro-
duce two gentlemen who heard what was
said.

Tarx COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon W. E, Marmion) : What
rubbish! Does the hon. member think I
would come direct from a man whose
word would be undoubted, not ouly in
this Assembly, but where the hon. mem-
ber’s own word might possibly be doubted;
does he think for one moment that I
would come direct from a conversation I
had with this reverend gentleman in the
gallery, and make a contrary assertion
from what he told me.

Mge. JrLineworTH: You did not make
any assertion, but challenged the truth-
fulness of mine.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I told
the Premier at the time what happened.
I went to one of the Leads of the denom-
ination to which I belong, who happened
to be in the gallery at the time when the
bon. member stated that a certain book
waa in use in St. Brigid’s School, and I
asked him whether the assertions the
hon. member made were true. He said
they were not, and I told the House so.
I knew nothing more about it than what
I was told. If the hon, member wishes
to challenge the veracity of my state-
ment,

Mez. InnixeworTH: I do nof, in the
shightest,

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I hope
you don’t.

Tar PreEmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
My hon. friend told me exactly the same
thing, at the time.

Me. RANDELL: Irise to support the
statement made by the hon, member for
Nannine as to some of the books in use
in these Assisted schools. T have two of
the books in use in the Convent School;
one of these is the hook from which the
hon. member read some extracts; the
other is a book he did not refer to, and
is called * Outlines of English History.”
Here is one passage in it, referring to
Wiclyffe: “In this reign lived Wiclyfte,
an ecclesiastic, who was no better than
a mere fanatic. He attacked religious
orders, and put on the appearance of
great poverty. He was joined by & num.
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ber of men just like himself, but was
obliged to apologise to his ecclesinstical
superiors for his absurd doctrines.”
That is what 1s said about Wieclyfte,
the “ morning star of the Reformation.”
Here is another one, under the heading
of the *Protestant Reformation” I
says : “One of the greatest colamities
that ever happened to Christianity occur-
red shortly before this period. Martin
Tuther, an Augustinian, attacked the
doctrine of Indulgences—a doetrine upon
which Protestant writers, as a rule,
are either grossly ignorant, or which
they wilfully misrepresent.” There are
several things here of the same kind.
It =all goes to show that what the
hon. member for Nannine has stated in
this House is a fact, that these books
in use in these schools contain dogmatic
teaching—teaching which we Protestants
do not believe in; T will not eriticise it
any further. These books are placed
m the hunds of children attending those
schools, indiscriminately, Protestants and
Roman Catholics alike. If they were
ouly Roman Catholic children, of course
we would not object to it at all. We
might question the truthfulness of the
statements contained therein, acquainted
as we are with history written by those
who, perhaps, are not prejudiced either
one side or the other; but I do not know
that we need object to these books if
they were used in- schools attended
only by Roman Catholic children and sup-
ported entirely by the Romaan Catholic
community. But the fact remains that
they are used in schools which are attended
indiscriminately by Catholic and Pro-
testant children, schools receiving State
aid, and we are now asked to incroase the
State aid to these schools. The use of
such books, in the Assisted schools, 1s a
breach of faith with the edueational
authorities—with the Ceutral Board, in
the first instance, and, subsequently, with
the Minister of Eduecation. We have
been led to believe that these books had
been withdrawn frow these schools along
time ago, yet we find they are in use at
the present moment, notwithstanding
the direct contradiction made by a gentle-
man for whom I have the highest respect.
1 cannot believe for a moment that the
Vicar General would have made such a
statement unless he was under some
misunderstanding. I do not suppose
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there is a man in the colony for whom we
all have a higher esteemn than the Vicar
General of the Roman Catholic Church,
and T cannot believe that he has made
that statement with a full knowledge of
the facts hefore him. Here we have
these two books in actual use in schools
in Perth—one in the Convent School, and
the other, 1 believe, only withdrawm from
use within the last week or so. It
appears to me there iy no need for any
further inguiry into the matter, in order
to prove more conslusively what has heen
stated by the hon. member for Nannine,
which, I think, shows the course we
ought to purswe with regard to these
schools. I, therefore, do entertain the
Lhope that the Government will think
fit to fall in with the views expreased by
the majority of thiz House the other
night, and not press for any increased
assistance to be given to these schools as
proposed in this Bill.

Mer. Ricuarpson: What about the
Government schools ?

Me. RANDELL: T desire to see that
part of the Bill carried out. We ghall
have another opportunity of denling with
the gquestion when we go into conmittee
ou the Bill itself, which I hope we shall
do, as it seems to me there is no necessity
for any further inguiry into the matter;
and I hope the hon. member will with-
draw the motion now before us, and let
us get on with the Bill. I think it is
very desirable we should have the matter
settled.  Although on the hustings many
members agreed—-I Dbelieve relnctantly
agreed —not to interfere with the Educa-
tion Act as at present administered, or
with the amount of agsistance che Assisted
schools are now receiving, still T do
not think they are under any obligation
to vote in favour of any further assiat-
ance being given to these denomina-
tinnal achools than they are receiving at
present.

Mg. MORAN: Amongst the regula-
tions in force for the government of these
schools, we find one which provides that
they shall keep o list of the books which
are authorised by the Board to be used
in the schools; therefore there is nothinyg
te be hidden about the books that are
in use. The hon. member for Nanuine
made a great parade of virtue when he
stated ou the floor of the House thai he
never made a statement which he counld
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not substantiate. Yet the other evening,
when he brought forward that little
tattered geography book, he was asked if
it was not one of the Christian Brothers'
books, and he distinctly said it wasn't,
and then sat down. Believing he was
mistaken, I weat round to him, and he
gave me the book, but without the cover,
and I asked him to kindly let me see the
cover, and I showed him it had printed
on it *“ Christian Brothers’ Series.” It
simply amouants to this: the hon. member
made a statement to the House the other
evening which he could not substantiate,
and which he did not desire to see refuted.

Mr. ILLivaworTH: [ rise in explan-
ation. The book that was handed to
me bad the name inside the cover, and T
had been requesied not to show it, for the
sake of the children. I asked the gentle-
man who gave me the book, “ Is this a
Christian Brothers’ book ?”" and the reply
I got was, “I don't think it is.” On
that statement the book itself is posi-
tively unintelligible, so far as I could
make out from the lid of it. The Com-.
miggioner of Lands tried to decipher it,
and he could not do so, and I cannot
even now decipher it. Of course the hon,
member for Yilgarn is able to recoguise
it, having scven other books of the same
kind. The statement I made to the
House was based upon the statement I
recgived myself when the book was
handed to me.

Mr. MORAN : This little interruption
goes for nothing. The hon. ember had
the hook in his possession probably for
some days; I had it in my possession for
half a minute, and I saw at a glance that
the book was one of the Christian
Brothers’ books. Either my intelligence
or my eyesight must be much better than
his, or he didn’t wish it to he known
that it was a book belonging to the
Christian Brothers. Therefore I cannot
accept his explanation.. It largely dis-
connts his boasted assertion that he never
made o statement which he could not
prove. The statement in question was
made, and [ took the trouble to contra-
dict it, and he has not substantiated it.
But this is the point : a list of the books
used in St. Brigid’s School, and every
other school, and authorised to be used
by the Central Board, or by the Minister
of Education, is kept in cach school, and
on that list, open to the view of every-
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body, including the Inspectors, is this par-
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ticular book, which the hon. member for -

Nannine has made such a fuss ubout.
That disposes of that peint, and nothing
more need be said about it, The hon.
member for Perth, who, I believe, never
makes an unfounded or cowardly charge,
knows that the rule I refer to is in force,
and that what I state is correct.  The
hon. member further has it on the distinct
authority of the Vicar General, whose
word 1o one would think of disputing,
that this boek isnot in use in 8t. Brigid’s
school, and when the Commissioner of
Lands got up and made that statement
on the authority of the Vicar General,
the hon. member as much as told him
that he was telling a deliberate Lie.

Mr. InLinewoRrTH: I must really rise
to protest, becanse nothing of the kind
was said, The Commissioner of Crown
Lands made no statement; he simply
challenged me to prove wmine.

M. MORAN: That interruption
simply amounts to this: the hon. member
told us this evening that he conld produce
witnesses from the gallery, who overheard
a conversation between two gentlemen,
which conversation they retailed to the
hon. member, who, in his aunxiety to
gratify his prejudice against the Assisted
schools, suid he was preparcd to sub-
stantiate. On his own confession, he and
bis friends in the gallery resorted to
means which no honowable men would
condescend to, but the sting of his state-
ment was that what the Commissioner of
-Crowun Lands told the House was quite
the opposite of what Father Bourke told
the Commissioner in the gallery. Am I
right now ?

Mg. IrrineworTH: No.

M=z. MORAN: T will leave it to the
House to decide between us. The hon.
member is capable of denying anything,
This statement I say was made. When
the hon. member told the House the other
night that this dirty little book which he
has had in his possession, locked up very

carefully in his drawer so that nobody but -

himself should see it — when the hon.
member told us the other night that that
hook was in use in 8t. Brigid’s School,
I told him it was a Christian Brothers’
hook. I was not then aware that it was
one of the boeks on the list authorised hy
the Central Board, and that it had never
been objected to.  There was nothing
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contrary to the regulations even if it had
been in use in St. Brigid's School, and

_ those regulations had the force of law. I

think this ought to convince the hon.
member for the De Grey, who geuerally
tales o common sense view of things,
and that he will see there has bheen
ne breach of faith, nor breach of the
regulations, even if the worst came to the
worst. With the hon. member for
Nannine the wish has simply been father
to the thought; he has simply raised a
storm in a teacup. To-night he brings
forward certain documents to prove his
cage purporting to be the statements of a
number of little children; but though I
have not had those documents in my
hand, T could sce that they were all in one
handwriting, and there never was a child
born yet who could dictate such state-
ments unless he was prompted by some
older hand, T hope the House will
appreciate such tactics at their proper
value, and that other menibers will seorn
to make use of such unworthy weapons to
support nn unworthy canse,

Mx. RICHARDSON: I do not wish
to add tuel to the fire. But if these
books are allowed by the Inspectors, and
are authorvised to be used, according to
the regulations in force, what puzzles me
is why there should be such an extreme
anxiety to deny that they are in use. If
they are on the anthorised list, and used
above board, and the Inspectors have not
objected to their use, why should there
be such an evident desire to contradict
the stutement made by the hon. member
for Nannine that they are in use?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : One
word in explanation. I think it is only
due to myself that I should be allowed to
malke it, because I look upon the remarks
of the hon. member for the De Grey as
being directed to me personally.

Taz Speaker: I do not think so.

Mr. Ricuanngon : The statement wag
denied by several members, the hon.
member for Yilgarn being one.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : In the
firgt instance it was donied by myself.
The hon. member for Nannine made a
personal statement—an attack, in fact, it
was-—there 8 no getting away from the
facts —an attack upon the Assisted
schools, alleging that a certain book
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which he read extracts from was in use
in a certain school. I, without any
personal knowledge at all of the circum-
stances, ventured to deny the statement.
It so happened, fortunately for me, that
one of the managers of the Roman
Catholin Assisted Schools came into the
House while the debate was on, and I
went to him and endeavoured to gaio
some information on the subject. That
information was to the effect that the
hook was not in use in the school referred
to, and that information I gave to the
House as I got it. It came from a
reverend gentleman whose word, as I said
before, I would take at any time,and it was
simply a denial of the direct statement
made Ly the hon. member for Nannine
that the boolr was in use. There was no
particular desire on my part, nor is there
any particular desire that I know of on
anybody’s part, to deny that this book is
in use. Tt was simply a contradiction
of a statement made on the foor of
the House, with the view of prejudicing
members.

Mr. WOOD: I was inclined just now
- to support the hon. member for Porth
when he suggested that the mover of this
resolution for the appointment of a select
committee should withdvaw it; hut, after
the assertions made by the hon. member
for Yilgarn that these books are in use in
the Assisted schooly,——

Mr. Morax: Pardon me, I never made
that statement.

Mr. WOOD: You certainly said the
book was on the list of books authorised
to he used.

M=. Morax : Authorised, but not used.

Mzr. WOOD: A distinction without a
difference. The hon. member said this
book was authorised by the Inspector
of Schools. Yf so, it is contrary to the
Act, and the Inspector of Schools is not
doing his duty ; and I shall support the
motion of the hon. member for Beverley
for an inquiry into the matter. I think
we ought to get at the very root of this
matter, for, if these people have heen
using these books in their schools for the
last twenty years, in contravention of the
Act, they have actually been getting money
under false pretences. Tt is nothing else,
if you call it by its right name; and it is
the duty of the House to go to the very
bottom of the matter, and have it out one
way or the other,
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Mr. HARPER: T should like to say
just one word or two in reply. It appears
to me that the information presented to
the House this evening, since T moved
this resolution, proves pretty conclusively
the fact that certain hooks are in use in
the Assisted schools in contravention of
the Act. It was denied the other night
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
that these particular hooks were in use,
and I think the Viear General of the
Roman Catholic Church has also denied
im the public press that these books are in
use,

Tue Commissioner oF Crown Lawns
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): In St. Brigid's
school.

Mgr. HARPER: In St. Brigid's School.
‘We have evidence to-night that they have
been in use there, quite lately; and, for
my part, I cannot help thinking that if
these books have been in nse n these
schools

Trae CommissioNner oF Crowy Taxps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Not in use in
St. Brigid's School, T said; don't forget
that,

Mzr. HARPER: I say if these books
are in use, it is pretty clear that the In-
spectors of Schools have not been doing
their duty. I am satisfiedl myself with
the evidence, and, if members also are, 1
am prepared to withdraw the motion.

Mr. CONNOR : I was not here during
the early part of the debate, and there-
fore did not have the privilege of hearing
the hon. member for Nannine deliver one
of his eloguent speeches on this subject ;
but it seems to me that we are asked to
encroach upon the rights of the Ministry
when they introduce a Bill of this kind
into the House. I do not wish to burke
eriticism ou the subject of the Assisted
schools as against the State schools; T
simply rise te propose the following
amendment—that the following words he
struck out of the resolution: “and that
no vote on the Elementary Education Bill
should be taken till the select committee

* shall have reported.”

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I shall certainly
object to the resolution being withdrawn.
If it was worth bringing forward, it is
worth carrying through.

Meg. Conrwor: Sit down, sit down.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: I shall not sit
down. I think it is very bad form for
an hon. member to tell any member, who
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is on his legs, to sit down. I object to
it, and I shall ask the hon. member for
Eust Kimberley not to do so again. I say
that when a motion like this is brought
forward, it is either worthy of being
followed up and an inguiry made, or it
ought not to be brought forward at all.
If the allegation or imsinuation made in
the resolution respecting dogmatic teach-
ing in the Assisted schools is untrue,
those who are attacked ought to be only
too pleased to have 2 thorough investiga-
tion into the matter. It is not a matter
into which there should be any feeling
imported, but I think it is very desirable
that a calm and quiet investigation of the
facts should be made, so that the question
in disputc may be settled once for all
It is no good for members to make state-
mentg, and say they have Dbeen told so
and so, and then to have these statements
denied in the public press by the other
gide. That will do no good to anyone.
The only way to ascertain whether there
are any grounds for the statements made
18 for a thorough investigation to be made,
as suggested by the resolution. T only
Lope that the statements made are not
true. I am not going to express an
opinion at present whether they are, or
whether they are not. 1 know nothing
about the matter, beyond what I have
heard in this House, and I think the
statements made ought to be investigated.
Therefore T for one shall certainly object
to the resolution being withdrawn.

Tue SPEAKER: If any hon. member
18 opposed to the withdrawal of the reso-
lution it cannot be withdrawn. T will
therefore put the amendment.

Amendment put.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): It is
not my intention to disturl the minds of
members this evening on this question,
nor do I intend to occupy their attention
for any length of time. But the hon.
member for Naunine has gone out of his
wiy fto make certain statements, and I
think it i3 necessary to answer them. In
fact I canmot sit here, no matter what
my position may be in the House,
whether o member of the Government or
sitting on the Opposition bench, and
listen to that particular section of the
Chrigtian Church to which I happen to
belong alluded to in the manner it has
been allnded to by my how. friend the
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member for Nannine, without endeavour-
ing to show that his stalements are
incorrect. He has insinnated that the
statements which I made in this House
a few nights ago were untruthful.

Meg. IenivaworTH : No.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : There
15 no means for the hon. member to get
away from the fact that he distinctly
gtated that some friends of his had over-
heard the reverend gentleman who mude
the statement to me saying that which was
absolutely contrary to what I told the
House.

Mgr. IrLiNnaworTH: No.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W-. E. Marmion} : T say

es.
d Mgr. IrrivaworTH: No.

Ture COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): The
hon. member cannot get away from what
he has stated. I appenl to members if I
am not correct in saying that he made
that staztement. But does he for one
moment imagine that I would come here
fresh from o conversation with one of the
heads of my Church, and tell the hon.
member u lie ?

ME. InuiNaeworTE : No.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : If he
does he must be acquainted with humun
beings of an extraordinary character, who
are accustomed o lie.

Mg. Inviveworrr : No.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I can tell
the hon. inegmber I am not in the hahbit
of meeting such people. T have a few
lines here from the reverend gentleman
whoimn T spoke to on the subject the other
evening, and I wigh to read them, go that
the hon. member may have an oppor-
tunity, if he thinks proper to do so, and
if he has any of those instinets which
usually govern the conduct of gentlemen,
to apolugise for the statement he made.
The letter is as follows:

Perth, 196th November, 1804,
Dear Mg, Masuron—

With reference to the little book on which
has been based n special attack on St. Brigid's
School, I assured you that it was not nsed in
the school. 1 spoke on the spot, feeling con-
fident that no nnapproved book was in uge
here. From the most eareful inguiry I conld
since make, I can again assure you that the
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geography in guestion has not been in use for
about two years. Allow me to go on to make
another statement, namely, that there was
nothing to prohibit the book had it been
thonght fit to use it. The approval of the
books to be used formerly lay with the Central
Bourd ; it now rests with the dMinister. A list
is submitted every year, and when passed this
list i3 hung up in the aschoolvoom for all to
see. I send you the actnal lista taken to-day
from the walls of two of the Assisted schools
of Perth. You will see in each the little book
recently objected to for the first time. The
cage then is—the book might have been used
in 8t. Brigid's; but, in fact, it has not been
for some time past. As a sample of one of
the alternative geographies permitted in the
Asaigted schools, I call your attention to pages
93, 157, 158, 1GS, 301, &ec., of the book sent
herewith.
Yours very faithfully,

A. Bourxkg, V.G.

The hon. member will note from that
letter that the Very Rev. Anselin Bourke
was the gentleman from whom I obtained
the mformation which T emnmunieated to
the House. Seeing the reverend gentle-
man in the gallery, I went and spoke to
him, openty. I did not go to him to yet
mwy information in a sly or backhanded
way, as the hon. member may have done
to get his informaution from some Little
innocent child attending one of these
Aggisted schools. T went in a straight-
forward way for my information, and
obtained it honestly and openly. I have
the list before me referred to in that
latter, showing the names of certain
school hooks which are anthorised to be
used in the schools, as approved by the
Minister of Education, or the (entral
Board (as it uged to be in the olden time),
and incloded in that list I find Hughes’s
geography, which, I believe, is the book
from which the hon. member made his
extracts the other evening; so that, even
if this book were in use in St. Brigid’s
School (which I have authority for suying
is not the case), there would be nothing
improper or illegal about it, becanse the
use of the book has been approved by
the Minister of Education, or the Central
Board, as the case may be, and therefore
s use, if it were used, would be in
accordance with the law of the country as
it exists at the present time. If members
wish to be fair, as I am perfectly sure
they do—and I hope they will give me
also credit for wishing to be fajr—and
they think it is not desirable to have
books in use in the Assisted schools,
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which (to make the most of them) ounly
suppress certain facts, and contain nothing
which could be fairly cousidered offensive
to other denominations; if hon. members
think it is undesirable to have such books
in use in the Assisted schools, they must
also aullow that it is cqually undesirable
to have booke which contain n distortion
of facts in use mm the State schools,
as they are called — though for my
part I consider that the Assisted schools
are as much a part and parcel of the
Government school system of this colony
as the State schools (so called) are.
Let me read some few extracts from
one of the geographies in use in the
Government schools of this colony,
and let members say whether they are
not as offensive to the feelings of
Roman Catholics as the extracts which
the hon. member read from a book
which he said was in use in the Assisted
schools (but which is not) are considered
offensive by the bon. member and his
friends? For my own part there did not
scem to me to be anything particularly
objectionable to Protestants in the book
referred to by the hon, member; the
worst that could be said of the extracts
read was that there was a little of
what some people would call the
suppressio wveri about them; but what
will hon. members say of the extracts
which I am about to read from a book
which is in use in ihe Government
schools of the colony, dealing with coun-
tries where the majority of the population
consist of Roman Catholics. At p. 93
we have the following observations with
reference to Treland :—" The food of the
“poor has been principally the potato,
“ with milk and meal in the North-Fast,
“milk in the South and East, and alone
“in the West. The houses are still of
“ a wretched description, mere mud hovels
“in the West, which are often occupied
“Dby the pigs and pouliry, as well as
““ the family.” .+« . “Begugars still
“abound in many parts. Great nombers
 of Yrish labourers come over to England
“to help to get in the hay and corn
“ harvests, and return in time for their
“own pofato crops.”  There is not mueh
harm in that, perhaps.

Me. HarrPER: There is no dogma there.
Tt is all true.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon, W. E. Marmion): So way
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what was stated in the other bhock true,
so far as it went; but, because certain
facts were suppressed, members considered
the book ought uot to be used. Does
not the extract I have just read also
suppress facts connected with the condi-
tion of Irveland ? Then at p. 157 we have
the following with reference to Italy:—
* Religion—Roman Catholic, gross super-
stition, Toleration in the Kingdom of
Italy” TUnder the head of * Miscel-
lancous observations ” we have it stated
that * begears and brigands abound in
Italy. The latter act in large bands, and
sometimes set the authorities at defiance,”

Mz. Ricuaunson : What is there wrong
about that ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : * Re-
ligion — Roman Catholic, gress super-
stition.” TIs not that offensive to the
particulsr  denomination  referred to ?
There was nothing offensive to Pro-
testants in the extracts read by the hon.
member for Nunnine. Then at p. 168,
we have the following spicy remarks with
reference to Spain: ¢ Heligion—Roman
** Catholic ; no toleration. The Spaniards
“huve for ever been a very devout, or
“rather superstitious people. The in-
“ famous Inquisition was first established
“and longest continued in this country,
“ Their adventurers in America named
“ their discoveries and towns after their
“ religion, as Vera Cruz (the true cross),
“and San Salvader (the Holy Saviour);
“and the most horrible atrocities were
“committed by Pizarro and Cortes in
“order to spread what they called the
“ Religion of the Cross. After many
““ persceutions the Moors who refused to
“ become Christians were banished from
“ 8pain in the beginning of the 17th
“century.” There is nol very much in
that perhaps; but it is quite as bad as
the extracts read from the other book the
other evening. Then we come to p. 173,
dealing with Portugal.

Mx. Ricmraepson: You will strike a
patch directly.

Taez COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion}: So
long as I get » good crushing, T do not
mind.

Mr. Woon: You will get a-good
crushing right enough.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. . E. Marmion) : With
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reference to Portugal we have these
remarks: “ Religrion —Roman Catholie,
“but all tolerated. The Portuguese are
“very superstitious, but perhaps less so
“than formerly. In the late wars for
“the succession to the throve the
“ goldicrg of Don Pedro refused to march
“unti! he hud given them St. Anthony,
“the patron saint of Lisbou, for their
“general.” Again: “ Perhaps the Portu-
‘“guese are the lowest of all European
“nations in civilisation and wmorality.
“Both in their houses and persons they
“are excessively dirty.” Now we come
to Mexico—a long way off, certainly, still
therc are some things in Mexico which I
think will commend that country to us in
this colony just at the present time; they
are finding o lot of gold there, and silver.
Speaking of the religion of the country,
it says: “*Roman Catholic; great super-
*stition and immorality ; education most
“ defective. Murder, robbery, and beg-
“ging are very common.’” These are
some of the statements concerning Roman
Catholic countries which are placed in
the bands of children attending vur State
s¢hools. I ask members, in all fairness,
whether there was anything in the extract
read by the hon. member for Nannine as
offensive to Protestauts as these elegant
extracts I have just read wre offensive to
the Cutholic community ¥ I submit
there was nothing offensive or insulting,
or that could he considered insulting, in
the little book-quoted from by the hon.
member for Nannine. There may have
been a little suppression of facts or
statistics, which it woulkl be impossible
to include in an elementary school book;
but I suy there was nothing as insulting
to the feelings of the Protestant section
of the community as the statements
made in the book I have been quoting
from are insulting to the Roman
Catholic religion. Members will casily
understand that it is most unpleasant for
nme to- have to rvefer to these wmatters,
being a liberal minded man myself, and
grown up in a colony like this, where
religious differences have happily, for
many years past, been allowed to rest; I
say 1t i1s very unpleasant for me to have
to refer to these things, but 1 feel it my
duty to the denomination which I
belong to, and upon which an attack has
been made, to protect it against such
aspersions and sach wrongful statements.
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I will say this much of the Assisted
schools, that since the arrangement was
made with the Government ihat certain
books only shall be used in the schools
receiving Btate aid, that arrangement has
been most honestly and faithfully ful-
fillel. The very book abeut which such
an outery has been made is among the
list of books tliat are authorised to be
used, though, as I have said, it is not in
use, although it would be no infringe-
ment of the regulations if it were in use.
T do net wish to prolong this discussion,
It is a most unpleasant subject to deal
with. It is a quesiion which unfor.
tunately stirs up those feclings of religious
differences which exist amongst those
who gven worship the same Creator, and
who wigh to attain the snme goanl, but
who are guided by different religious
views and religious feelings, which I am
always sorry to see stirred up, myself.
Mgr. Janes: Why rake them up, then ?
Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): We
do not wish to rake them up. We only
ask you to give us, the Roman Catholic
portion of the community, consisting as
it does of about one-third of the popu-
lation of the colony, not what you are
giving to your Government schools, but
just one-half. We do not ugk for
it as the exclusive right of the Roman
Catholic community ; we simply ask
for what the law of the land allows
to any section of the community, whether
they be Catholics, or Jews, or Chinese,
or any other body, so long as they com-
ply with certain conditions, and provide
a certuin standard of education. Your
children are not asked to come to these
schools unless they think proper to come;
but, as for our own children, we are pre-
pared to supply them with the same
standard of education which is supplied
in your State schools, and to supply it
at balf the cost to the State. That
being the case, I should like to- know
where the principles of political economy
come in, when we are prepared to show
that we are saupplying the same article
at less than half the cost. 1say less thun
half the cost, because in addition to being
content with half the capitation grant,
we alsye provide our ownschool buildings,
without any assistance from the State.
Why, then, should this House not con-
tinue this same proportionate assisiance
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to these schools P Why there should be
this feeling of opposition against doing a
bare act of justice towards a certuin de-
nomination, which constitutes a consider-
able portion of the community, I cannot
understand, unless the ohject of with-
holding this assistance is to eundeavour
to squelch this denomivation and their
schools out of existence.

Me. InvinewortH : No, no,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF QROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I say
yes, yes. That is the feeling that is
animating the hon. member and those
who are working with him in this wmatter
-—g desire to squelch out this denomina-
tion. But I fell him distinctly he cannot
do it. If this assistance were taken away
from these schools to-morrow, they would
continue to exist, in spite of the hon.
member’s efforts. They have done so
elsewhere, and they will do it here.

Mgr. Ricaarpsorn: They may be all
the better for it.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmivn): I am
not prepared to say that, for those who
support them, instead of paying 1s. would
have to pay 2s., or possibly 3s., for the
education of their children, and, o addi-
tion, to contribute their share towards

_the support of your Government schools

as well. Is that fair, is that right, is
that bhonest, is that equitable? No vne
answers me. Silence reigns supreme.

Mz. Leake: I do not wish to interrupt
the hon. member, hut is he in order? TIs
he speaking to the resolution P

Tut SPEAKER: T do not think he is
confining himself to the resolution now
before us, vor bave other members done
80.

Twr COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): The
hon. member wishes me to confine myself
to the subject ; I will endeavour to do so.
I may say that personally I bave not the
slightest objection to this resolution heing
carried. T have only one desire, and that
is that the law as it exists, and the regu-
Intions as they exist, should be carried
into effect, without prejudice to either
side. I say I have mot the slightest
ohjection to the appointment of the select
committee referved to in this resolution ;
at the same time I have felt it my duty
to draw altention to what has led up to
it, All that I have said has been to show
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that the hon. member for Nannine was
not justified in making the attack he did
upon the Assisted schools of this country.
Time will show whether what he has snad
is—I will say correct, I will not be un-
parlinmentury—whether what he has said
is correct or not. 1 wish him to under-
stand that unless he is prepared to prove
that there has been a boolk or books used
in St. Brigid's School, or any other
Asgisted school, which are not aunthorised
to be used, I say his case rests on a
rotten basis, and there is vothing to find
fault with. He has fallen back to-night
upon the statement I made, and which I
make again, that the Vicar General
assured me that a certain book from
which extructs were read was not in use
i a certain school. I wish hiin to under-
stand that particularly. I pever referred
to any other school, and I never asked the
reverend gentleman if the book had heen
in use in any other school but St. Brigid’s
School. He assured me it was not in use
in that school, which was the school
referred to by the hon. member, and I
assured the Hounse, and do so again this
evening, upon the same authority.

Amendment (proposed by Me. R. F.
SuorL) put and passed.

Resolution, as amended, put and neg-
atived, on the voices.

CONSTITUTION ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.
ABOLITION OF ABORIGINES PROTEGTION
BOARD.
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

The following Message was received
from His Escellency the Governor's
Deputy :(—

“The Governor, by his Deputy, bas
*“the honour to inform the Legislative
« Assembly that, in accordance with the
“provisions of ‘The Constitution Act,
+ 1889, be has reserved, for the signifi-
* cation of Her Majesty’s pleasure thereon,
“a Bill intituled ‘An Act to further
“ gmend The Constitution Act, 1889

“ Government House, Perth, Novem-
“Dher 19th, 1894.”

MEDICAL BILL.
On the order of the day for the con-

sideration of the committee’s report upon
this Bill having bueen read.
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Amendments made in Clause 11 and in
line 2 of Clause 23 were read and agreed
to.

Clause 23 :

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
S. Burt) moved that the fellowing words,
added at the end of the clause by the
committee, viz.:—* Nothing in sub-
section (1) contuined shall prejudice or
affect the business or occupation of a
chemist registered under ‘ The Pharmacy
and Poisons Act, 1894, and nothing in
this section contained shall prejudice or
affect the businvss or occupation of o
dentist registered under The Dentists
Act, 1894, " he struck out, and that the
fellowing words be inserted in lieu there-
of :—*“ Nothing in sub-section (1) con-
tained shull prejudice or adffect the lawful
business or occupation of a chemist and
druggist or of a pharmaceutical chemist,
and nothing in this seckion contained
shall prejudice or affect the lawful
business or occupation of a dentist
registered under ‘The Dentists Act,
1894 _

Question put and passed.

New Clause, and addition to Schedule
II., read und agreed to.

Contmittee’s  report, as
adopted.

amended,

PERTH WATERWORKS PURCHASE
BILI.
SECOND READING.

Mr. JAMES: I rise to move the
second reading of this Bill. Members
are no doubt aware that considerable
discussion has lately taken place in
connection with the question of the
advisahility of the City Council pur-
chasing; the waterworks. This Bill gives
the corporation of Perth power to do so,
under certain conditions, should the
corporation desire to do so. The Bill
itself is brought forward at the express
request of the City Council. The council,
I may say, is unanimous in the desire fo
ohtain this power to purchase, and I
think I way also say that there is a
unanimous feeling abroad that these
waterworks should be in the hands of
cither the council or an independent
board. Of course the question of price is
one that will have to be carefully con-
sidered, but we may take it for granted
that the council is not likely to give a

.
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larger price than the works are fairly
worth. This Bill provides, in the first
place, thot the company shall have power
to scll, and that the Council shall have
the right to purchase the property, upon
such ferms as miy be mutually agreed
upon between the company and the
corporation, subject however to the sanc-
tion of the ratepuyers previously obtained.
Before the council can cnter into any
contract for the purchase of the works,
they will have o prepare a statement for
the information of the ratepayers, show-
ing the proposed price and the terms of
the purchase, the rate of interest to be
paid on the debentures, and other par-
ticulars. This statement has to he pub-
lished in the Gosernment Gazelle and in
two newspapers, with a notification at the
foot of it that any tem ratepayers may
demand that the question of the purchase
shall be submitted to the vote of the
general body of ratepayers. This section
of the Bill provides for awmple notice
being given to the citizeas of any inten-
tion on the pwt of the council to pur-
chase, so that the ratepayers may have
an opportunity of esercising the powers
given to them under the Act. With
regard to the manuer of voting on the
question of puwrchasing the works, a
different principle is adopted from that
which is folowed when the question of
raising a loan is submitted to the rate-
payers. In dealing with the question of
loans the onus of deciding whether a loan
shall be raised or not lies with those who
object to the proposal; that is to say, in
order to oust the proposal to borrow,
majority of the ratepayers must record
their votes against the propesal. But by
this Bill, in this matter of the purchase
of the waterworks, a two-thirds majority
of the ratepayers must record their votes
in favour of the purchuse, otherwise the
purchase cannot be made. I submit that
this will give the ratepayers ample pro-
tection, a8 no purchase can take place
except with the approval of two-thirds
of those who are entitled to vote by
reason of their naemes Dbeing on  the
electoral. list, Then there is a further
restriction upon the council, as to the
amount to he paid for the works, the
maximum sum to be horrowed for this
purpose, for present and future needs,
heing fixed at £200,000. Of course it
may be less, but in any case the council
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would not Le empowered to horrow more
than £200,000 umler this Bill. For the
purpose of sccuring the repayment of the
loan raised for this purpose, the cowneil
is empowered to levy u special rate, not
exceecling in any one year 1s. 6d. in the
pound on the annual rateable value of
muaicipal property. Section 8 of the
Bill deuls with the manner in which
the purchase money is to De raised,
which is by the sale of debentures; and
the next section deals with how these
debentures are to be secured, by making
them a first charge upon the waterworks
and the water rates. The following
sections more or less amplify the powers
of the corporation in dealing with these
debentures. Section 12 sets forth how
the money received from the water rates
15 to be applied; < firstly, in paying the
“interest of all moneys borrowed under
“this Act; secondly, in scbting apurt,
“* appropriating, and investing the moneys
“required to be invested as a sinking
“fund to pay off the moneys borrowed
“under this Act as the same fall due;
“thirdly, in paying the costs and ex-
*¢ penses of maintaining the waterworks,
*and innaintaining, vepairing, renewing,
“and altering the mains, pipes, engines,
“yeservoirs, dams, races, sluices, and
“ other works, plunt, fittings, maghinery,
“and conveniences connected therewtth,
“and in levying, collecting, suing for,
“and recovering rates, fines, and other
“moneys, wnd in otherwise carrying into
“gffect the purposes of this Act and of
“the provisions of ‘ The Waterworks Act,
1889, or in any way incident thereto;
“fourthly, in the repurchase of deben-
“tures issued under this Act ; and lastly,
“uny surplus which may remain ghall Le
“carried to the credit of the ordinary
“income of the corporation, and be ap-
“plicable to the like purposes as such
“meome.”  Svction 14 vests the water-
works in the corporation upon paymcent
of the purchuse moncy; but, by a suhbse-
quent clause, power s given to ile
council o re-sell and transfer the pro-
perty to a Board. Members are aware
that there has been some division of
opinion as to whether the waterworks
should be in the hands of the City Couneil
or of an independent Board; and, in the
event of its heing considered destrable
hereafter to transfer the works to the
coutrol of o Board, provision ts made in
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this Bill to meet that contingency, The -

Board will be allowed to purchase the
works from the City Council at a valuw-
tion. These are the most important
provisions of the Bill; and, in submitting
them for the consideration of members, T
think I can safely say that they afford
the fullest possible protection to the
citizens, There caunot be a possibility
of the works being purchased without the
knowledge und consent of the ratepayers.
With these few words explanutory of the
main provisions of the Bill, I now move
its second reading.

Mz. A. FORREST: I congratulate the
Attorney General upon bringing in this
Bill. [TaEe ArrorNEY GENERAL: I didn’t
bring 1t in.] Well, you drafted it for the
City Counctl, and I hope it will pass into
law. T appeal particularly to eountry
members to allow the Bill fe pass, as
it is in the interests of the city of Perth
that these works should be taken over,
and that the municipal authorities should
have the power to raise money for the
purchase of them. Members are aware
that some years ago o contract was entered
inte between the city of Perth and the
Water Supply Company, whereby the
City Council had the right to purchase
the works at o certain price, and the
council now want the necessary power to
raise the money for that purpose. The
longer this purchase is delayed the worse
will it be for the citizens in every way,
because for every £1 spent hy the com-
pany in extensions they can churge the
corporation 30 per cent. more. At present
the city is paying between £4,000 and
£5,000 a year to this company, on the
rateable value of city property; and the
higher the rateable value becomes the
more we shull have to pay the company,
under the original agreemeni. On the
other hand, if we reduce the rates we
correspondingly reduce the income of the
council. I think it is only due to the

citizens of Perth that they should have-

this power to purchase, so that they may
tuke advaniage of the opportunity now
offered for obtaining thcese works at a
less price than they will probably have to
pay for them if they wait uutil the com-
pany get over their present difficulties.
There is no fear that the City Council
will in any way try to buy these works
without the full sanction of the vate-
payers, because the Bill provides against
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that. It provides that there must be a
two-thirds majority in favour of the pur-
chase and of the price agreed npon between
the council and the company. Unless
two-thirds of the ratepnyers agree to
it the purchase cannot be made, so that
the citizens are well protected in every
way. In fact, T think o iwo-thirds
majortty is almost too large. I think
if a buwre majority of the ratepnvers
vole aprainst the purchnse that ought to
he sufficient. 'The only other objection
I have to the Bill is that it would he
belter to provide that the sinking fund
shall not conumence say for seven years
after the purchase, when the city will hein
a better position to providefor that fund, in
addition to providing the interest upon the
eapital. It will require all the rates they
can raise at present to poy the interest
alone, without providing for a sinking
fund. With this exception, I think the
Bill is a very gouod onc; and I hope the
country members will support it, as it is
very desirable, in the best interests of the
city, that these works should be taken
over from the present company, and the
sooner it is done the hefiter.

Me. TRAYLEN: I bave for some
time past been wost anxious that there
should he power to purchase these waber-
works, being thoroughly convineed—-and
if there be any stronger word to carry
my wmeaning Lo the House I shall be
glad to use it—heing thoroughly con-
vinced that the works should not be in
the hands of the company, but in the hands
of some other body, to be held, not for
their own profit, but for the good of the
community. Holding this opinion, I feel
particularly out of sorts in being obliged
to oppose this Bill. The hon. member
who has introduced it (Mr. James) will,
I am sure, remember that I have dis-
tinctly avowed my ohjection to the City
Council purchasing the works, for this
reason : thut I helieve the intervests of the
city will be better served if the Govern-
ment were to huy thew, or would author-
is¢ the creation of a Board, to hold the
works on behalf of the citizens. T bave
no doubt whatever but that the citizens
of Perth would be very much hetter
served and cheaper served in that way
than if the works were purchased and
held by the City Council. On that point,
I hope to he able to carry conviction
jnte the minds of members. I first
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want to deal with what has been raised
as a somewhat insuperable objection to
my own convictions on this subject. Tt
is said that the municipality of Perth has
an agreement which enables them to buy
these works, and that under that agree-
ment the present company cannot sell to
anyone else. I was going to say that
buth these positions are wrong; one is
technically wrong, because, although the
municipality has the right under its agree-
ment to purchase, that power is virtually
inoperative, because it has not the neces-
sary power to raise the funds required
for the purpose, and it would have to
come to this House, under any circum-
stance, for legal authority to enable it to
give effect to that agrecnent. It cannot
at present obtain the funds to purchase
the works, because the amount is far and
away beyond all the powers now vested
in the municipality in respect of horrow-
ing, and itlso beyond any such powers
propused fo be given to it under the Bill
which we hope will become law in a few
more days. It is becanse I want the city
to malke the very best bargain it can, and
to be served in the cheapest way possible,
that T am opposed to the House giving
authority to the municipality to buy. 1
am guided in this matter not so much by
present circumstances, as in view of
future possibilities. It is not difficnlt to
realise, without claiming largely any pro-
phetic instinet, that in the course of a
few years the population of Perth will he
largely increased, as a consequence of the
development of our goldfields. We have
to-day, I think, abont 1,000 leases held
on our goldfields ; and all who understand
anything about goldfields mining are
aware that so soon as these properties are
really worked—and there is a probabilily
that a great part of them will he worked

-from 350 to 100 men will he required
on each of these leases; that 1s, as
actual workers. Then it has been
found in other countries where obser-
vations and caleulations have been made
on this subject, that, in addition to the
actual workers on the mines, about five
persons are brought into the country,
and help to swell the population.
Therefore, it requires no great stretch of
the imagination to suppose that in all
prohability there will be in this colony,
ere lony, 100,000 more people than there
are here to-day. It is only reasonable to

[ASSEMBLY.]

Purchase Bill.

expeet. that the population of Perth will be
largely augmented by that increase, and
that Perth itself will spread beyond its
present limits, and that what are now
suburbs, only sparsely populated, will
become more densely populated, and that
the day is not by any menns n distant
one when the question of a pure water
supply for these suburbs must be faced.
If there he any substratum of truth in
what I have prophesied, I ask why should
we not hegin with this matter of water
supply at the point where the experience
of other capitals of Australia hasled them
to? Why should we, with theirexample
bafore us, go through the process which
our neighbours have had to condemn and
to abandon? If the wealthy city of
Sydney cannot manage its own water
supply, but has found it absolutely
necessary, for everybody’s comvenience
and in the interest of all parties, to place
the work in the hands of a Board, I ask
what is there about Perth that mukes it
wiser to place its water supply in the
hands of the municipality 7  The very
Bill hefore us acknowledges, almost as
plainly as words can speak, that a Board
suck as I advocate 1s contemplated in
the future, inasmuch as provision is made
in the Bill for the transfer of the works
from the municipality to a Board. If
this Board be contemplated bhereafter,
why showld we not begin withit? What
are the disadvantages of 4 Board purchas-
ingasagainst the municipality purchasing,
in the first instance ¥ 1 think they are
nil. It has been said that the present
holders of these works are willing te take
wrupicipal bonds in payment for the
works. Very welll. 'What provision for
the redemption of these honds, and the
interim paymeot of interest is made in
this Bill? Authority to levy a special
rate over the municipality of Perth, and
over Perth alone. But a Board would
have precisely the same autherity over

-Perth, with the extended authority over

every  suburb  wherever the Board's
waber supply was carried.  Wherever its
reticulatious were extended, there would
be the power 6o levy a rate. I think
there are some words in the Bill which
indivate that the mumicipality shall have
the power to supply the neyghbourbood
of Perth, as well as Perth itsclf ; bnt, 1
ask, what possible suthority the munici-
pality can have to raise funds outside



Perth Waterworks

its own Dboundaries? Tt cannot do so;
and T venture to say that no wmunicipality
would ever think of extending its
reticulation beyond its own defined
Limits, where it had no power to enforce
its rights, Why not go straight to
the mark in this Bill to-might, and create
this Board now which it is proposed to
create later on?  As to the City Council
having the exclusive right of purchase,
here are provisions in this very Bill
making it compulsory upon the corpora-
tion to sell the works to a Board whenever
the Board is constituted, and without a
penay of profit to the municipality. Is
not that conceding my position? T
caunot read that 15th section of the Bill
in any other way thao that it absolutely
concedes the propriety and the force of
my contention—that we should begin
from the wvery first by establishing a
Board, which could be made more select
than the Council, by which I mean that
the members could be specially selected for
their fitness to control such large works.
I ask whether the Municipal Council
of Perth, as now constituted, has had
any special training, or special fitness, or
qualification—beyound, perhaps, a few of
its members, such as the hon. mewber
for East Perth-- for managing works of
such magnitude? Believing, also, as I
do, that the water rate would be lower if
these works were in the havds of the Gov-
ernment or of an independent Board than
in the hands of the municipality, I claim it
is in the very best interests of the citivens
that these works should be purchased
gither by the Government or that they
should appoint a Bourd to do so.  As to
the company aceepting municipal bonds, I
suppose that these bonds, in order to be
accepiable, would have to bear interest
at the rale of 5 per cent.

M=r. Jamrs: 4 per cent. is proposed.

Mr. TRAYLEN: You may propose
what you like; I take it that these honds
could not be got rid of under 5 per cent,,
because, when the City Council, some
time ago, tried to borrow they could only
raise a few thousand pounds, and the
Government had to come to the rescue.
I maintain that the municipality would
not be able to borrow under § per
cent; whereas the Government could
borrow at 4 per cent. If the present
owners of these works are willing to
accept municipal honds at 4 per cent,
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it can only mean that they intend to get
such a big price thut the mterest upon it
will pay them, and yield them a profit.
The Governinent could afford to borrow
at 4 per cent, and ouly charge the
citizens the same. I am thoroughly in
earnest in this question of buying the
works; I ouly differ from the promoters
of the present Bill and my fellow coun-
cillors, as to who should buy, and by
whom the works shall be held. I am so
persuaded thut the serviee could he
better managed, and more economically
managed, if in the hands of a Board, or
of the Government, that, at the risk of
being misunderstood, I am prepared to
oppose the second reading of the present
Bill. At the sume time I do not want
that opposition to go so far as to preclude
us from having the Bill in an altered
form, allowing the purchuse of the works
fo be made by the Government, or by a
Board in the first instance. Therefore, I
beg to move the previous question. The
effect of that will be, if carried, not to
throw out the Bill, but merely an intima-
tion to the promoters of the Bill that in
its present form it is not acceptable to
the majority of the House, and that they
must bring it forward in a different form
if they wish it to he successfully carried
through this session. I am very sorry I
cannot support the Bill as it stands,
because T aanr perfectly persuaded that
the example of the other capitals of
Australia is one we can well afford to
follow in regard to thiz water supply
question, and, in connection with i, the
question of sewerage. Every other week
somebody writes fo the papers, and with
a great deal of reason, complaining about
the abominations that appear m the
streels, because we are unable to get rid of
such offensive liguids us are to he found
(for instance) at the foot of Barrack Streat,
in the ncighbourhood of the Grand
Hotel; and, if we are to do cur duty
to the city we shall have to deal with
this question of sewerage; and it
will be most important that thuse two
works, water supply and sewerage, should
be in the hands of one authority, an
authority whose jurisdiction and whose
powers will uot be limited by the present
boundaries of the municipality, but an
authority that ean go to the source of the
water supply and come down all the way
with it, and an authority that can go out
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with its sewers beyond the municipal
boundaries, and, if nevessary, right te the
sea,

Tee PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I should just like to say one or two words
with regard to this matter. I have no
doubt there 1s a good deal of force in
what the hon. member for Greenough
has said in regard to the desivability of
establishing a Board of Works in this
couniry, to deal with onll questions of
water supply and sewernge. But it secms
to me that, in this matter, we are in this
position: the City Council entered into an
agreement, under an Act pussed by this
House, with certain contractors to build
these water works for the city. They
did it entirely on their own account. The
Government gave them no assistance or
guarantee, it was simply a question be-
tween the municipality and the company.
The nndertaking baving been completed,
and everything being in working order,
the municipality and the contractors now
wish to enter into a further agreement—
the municipality wish to buy the works,
and the company wish to sell; und they
come to this House asking for the neces-
sary authority te enable them to carry
out this project. It is entirely a matter
botween the two parties to the original
agreement —one wants to buy and the
other wants to sell—and I do not see
why the Legislature should step in
and say, “We won't allow you to do
so; we intend to put the works uuder
somehody else’s management.” T do not
think. that would be quite fair. The
City Council, under their agreement with
the company, have the right to purchase
these works, and if they are willing to pur-
chase, why should we take the thing out of
their hands, and place it in the hands of
a Board that is not yet in existence?
When that board is created it will be
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empowered nunder this Bill to purchase '

the works from the council, and the
council are willing to bind themselves to
that agreement. Bub at present I see
nothing to justify the Legislature in
rushing in to interfere between the two

contracting parties, the council on the :

one hand and the company on the other,
and to say, ** We arc going to take these
works from you altogether, whether you
consent or mot.” L certainly should
hesitate under present circumstances to
force upon the City Council a scheme

.
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they do not want. I see no necessity for
this House to interfere hetween the
council and the contractors, particularly
when the council is willing to bind itself
to sell the works to a Board, should a
Board be bereafter established. T see no
reason abt all why, under the ecircum.
stances, the Legislature should refuse to
give the mumicipality the power to do
what it requires and wishes to do with
its own property.

Mr. BE. F. SHOLL: I should like to
put the DMunicipality of Perth in a
position to negotinte for the purchase of
these waterworks, but I am afraid that
if we give them that power, and it is
exercised, it will be placing a burden upon
a small population grenter than it can
afford to hear.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
It can only be done with the approval
of two-thirds of the ratepayers.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I know all about
that. We know what the rutepayers are
when it comes to u question of voting;
they simply won’t twrn out.

Tue Peenmee (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
If they don't turn out, the purchase
cannot be made.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I think it would
be better if the Government took over
these works. We have the example of
Adelaide and Melhourne in that respect
to guide us. Tf the Government hought
these works and plnced them in the hands
of a Board, they could do so better than
the municipality could. They have their
own officers, their own engineers, who
could report as to the stability of the
works, the capacity of the reservoirs, the
condition of the mains, and advise the
Grovernment on these matters before the
purchase was made. I am not in a posi-
tion to say, but, judging from the result
of the Iate fow hot days, it secms to be a
question whether the present mains are
sufficient to furmish even the present
population with a liberal supply of waler.
What would he the position if the City
Council purchased these works?  The
probability would be-—I think it umounts
to more than u probability, to a certainty
almost-—they would have not only to find
the purchase money hut also go to a large
expense in providing larger mains and
in increasing the stahility of the works,
There is another point: this question has
never heen before the ratepayers yet. I
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think, before this House is asked to pass
a Bill giving power to the City Council
to purchase these works, there ought to
be some expression of opinion on the part
of those particularly concerned, namely,
the ratepayers themselves, the property-
holders, because, after all, property is to
be the security not only for the repay-
ment of the loan but also for the interest
to be paid in the meantime. I would
like to sce these works taken out of
the hands of the present holders, and I
would like to sce the Government pur-
chase them and place them under the
control of a Board, and, what is more,
make them pay, make them reproductive.
I think there are objections to placing
them in the hands of the City Couneil.
We should be having pressure brought
to bear upon individual councillors repre-
senting particular wards: one would want
the mains extended in one direction,
another in another direction, irrespec-
tive of the cost, and there would he o
great deal of il feeling created, and
a great deal of undue pressure brought
to bear. We see it mow in connection
with gas extensions, and it would be
more so with the water servicee. We
should have the mains extended in all
directions, with the result that great ex-
pense would be entailed, and the works
would not be reproductive. I think it
would be much better to place them in
the hands of an independent board, and
that the Government should provide the
funds to purchase them, rather than
throw the burden upon the shoulders of
the present ratepayers. The Govern-
ment, as 1 have said, bave their own ex-
perts, who could see as to the stability of
the works, and agcertain what they are
really worth; whereas the munmicipality
would have to provide all this machinery,
and incur great expense. Again, sup-
posing that reservoir on the top of the
Mount were to burst, and to destroy some
thousands of pounds worth of property,
would the mwunicipality be in a position
to pay compensation to the owners of
that property ¥ 1 am afraid they would
prubably have to mortgage the whole of
these works, and that the value of pro-
perty in Perth, by reason of excessive
taxation, would be depreciated in value
very eonsiderably. Of course these are
contingencies that may not happen;
still, there is a possibility of such a thing
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oceurring. I think it is a mistake te
attempt to hwrry a Bill like this through
the House at the tail end of the session.
The question ought to bave been venti-
lated more than it has been, and sub-
mitted to the ratepayers. I think it
would have strengthened our hands very
much in dealing with this Bill if a poll
of the ratepayers had been tuken. I do
not think the present population of Perth
is sufficiently numerous to bear the bur-
den of purchasing these works, and, in
my opinion, the question of giving the cor-
poration power to doso might well be post-
poned, at any rute for some time to come.

Me. TRAYLEN: May I rise to say one
word in explanation? There has never
been any meeting of the City Council,
ot which I have been present, at which
it was agreed to hand over these works
to a Board, in the event of a board being
created. The Premier has in some way
been misled as to that.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
How?

Mr. TRAYLEN : You said that the
City Council in this Bill bound them-
selves to hand over these works to a
Board, whenever that Board was created.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
They do not seem to he opposed to it, 1n
any way, in this Bill. The Bill contem-
plates it. -

Mr. TRAYLEN : What I say is that
the City Council has no knowledge, as a
council, of these words being in the Bill.
The question has never been discussed.
I desire to place myself fairly and clearly
before the whole ¢ity in that respect—so
far us the couneil is concerned, there has
beeu no expression of any intention to
hand over these works to a Board, in the
event of the municipality purchasing them.,

Mr. JAMES: 1 take it that the hou.
member for Greenough, in saying that,
clewrly admits that no member of the
City Council is in favour of his own
scheme.  Without wishing to pay too
high a compliment to the inlelligence
of the City Council, I may say that,
although this question of the waterworks
has been before the Conncil for years,
not one of its members, that I am aware
of, is in favour of the scheme which the
hon. member for the Greenough is iu
favour of.

M. TravLen : Yet you provide for it
in the Bill,
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Mr. JAMES: It is not quite correct
to say that this question of the purchase
of the waterworks has not been before the
ratepayers. I think that at the municipal
clection to-day every candidate expressed
himself in faveur of purchasing; bui
they all stop at the question of price.
Everyone recognises the absolute need of
going into the question of the cost of these
works, and the question of their stahility,
before any purchase is made, or any
agreement to purchase is entered into.
The only alternative suggested is to hand
over the works to the control of an inde-
pendent. Board. Why should we create
an independent Board for the purpose of
controlling and administering works nsed
by Perth, and Perth ulone, when there is
no necessity for it? If the necessity does
arrive, and there is 2 demand from out-
lying suburbs to be provided with a water
supply, independent of the city, it may
then be desirable to create a Board of
Works, and, under this Bill, such a
Bouri, if established, could purchase the
works from the corporation of Perth.
But why should we now, for the purpose
of carrying out a scheme which affects
Perth alone, create a new Board, with
new functions, a new staff, a new system,
and extended jurisdiction, at an enormous
expense, when the necessary machinery
is already available? Why should the
citizens of Perth be called upon to bear
that unnecessary burden ?  If the creation
of a Board, and the handing over of these
works to that Board, would relieve the
ratepayers of having to pay for the works,
it would be a different thing ; but, I take
it, that if the works were placed under
the control of a Board to-morrow, the
citizens would still have to pay the rates
te make up any deficiencies; and, if new
areas are included, there would still be an
increased cost, and the citizens would still
have to pay the piper. If thisBill passes,
any money that is spent by the City
Council in improving or extending these
works will have to be repaid by the Board
of Works bereafter. I think it is hardly
fair to cast suspicions as to the ability of
the present council to deal with a work of
this magnitude. The City Council alveady
disposes of an anpual income of about
£20,000, and I think they have some
right to ask the House to treat them at
any rate as men of some intelligence, of
some business capacity, and of some in-
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tegrity. When we find. as we have at
the election to-day, the same men returned
to the council as have cceupied seats there
before, in the face of fresh candidates, I
think it is a fair indication thbat in the
opinion of the ratepayers the present
conneil is well able to luok after the inter-
ests of the city. The citizens are amply
protected under this Bill, for no purchase
can be made by the municipality except
with the coneurrence of a two-thirds
majority of the ratepayers—a majority
which is almost prohibitive. Bot if we
had a Board of Works they would be
in a position to buy without the cousent
of the ratepayers at all, although the
ratepayers would have to pay whether
they wished it or not. I hope members
will consent to this legislation. It is
purely permissive, and it provides the
most stringent safeguards agaionst any
wrong being done to the ratepayers
without their full consent; whereas if
the alternative suggestion were carried
onf, whether the rutepayers liked it or
not, the purchase could be made, and
the citizens would have to pay the piper.

The House divided upon Mr. Traylen’s
motion—That the question of the second
reading be not now pnt—with the fol-
lowing result :—

Aves .. . 10
Noes ... .o 14
Majority against ... 4
AvEs, ‘ Noks,
Mr. Harper " Mr. Burt
Mr. Hooley | Mr. Qlorkson
Mr. Keep Mr. Counor

Mr. l.enke ' Sir Jobn Forrest
Mr. Loton i Mr. A, Forrest
Mr. R. F. Sholl Mr. Iingworth
Mr, H, W. 8holl Mr. Jamcs

Mr. Traylen Mr. Marmion
Mr. Woad Mr. Mouger

Mr. Richardzon
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Throssell
l Mr. Yenn
Mr. Moran {Tetler}).

Question thus negatived.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
gecond time~-put und passed.

Bill read a second time.

Br. Randell (Teller).

DROVING BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNGIL,
The following Message was received
from the Legislative Council :
“Mr. Speaker,
“With reference to Message No. 38
“ from the Legislative Asscinbly, return-
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“ing the Droving Bill and disagrecing
“ with certain of the Legislative Council’s
“amendments therein, the Legislative
“Council acquaints the Legislative As-
“sembly that it does pot insist on the
“said amendments,
“ 3'B0. BSHENTON,
“ President.

 Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,

¢ 19th Novembher, 1894."

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMERN'T' BUT.L.
IN COMMITTEE.

This Bill was further considered in
committee.

Clause 2—** Section 3 of * The Elemen-
“tary Bducation Act, 1871, Amendment
“ Act, 1877 is hereby amended by strik-
* ing out the word * three,” in the fifth line,
“and inserting the word ‘four’ in lien
“thereof ; and Section 4 of the said Act
“ig also hereby amended by striking out
“ the words ‘ one pound fifteen,” in the fifth
“and sixth lines, and inserting the words
“‘two pounds five’ in lien thereof”:

Debate resunied npon the motion of
Mr. InuineworTE - That all the words
after *“thereof,” n the fourth line, be
struck out.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said the niotion
had heen considerably discussed the other
evening, and the debate that had already
taken place had disclosed the fact that
certain books were used in these Assisted
schools, embodying religious teaching,
during school hours, There was no ob-
jection whatever to religious teaching
during the honr set apart for that pur-
pose; but the geography books from
which extracts had been made, and which
were among the authorised books in use
in these achools, also contained religious
teaching, and supported what he had
already said that for the State to assist
these schools was to assist in teaching
Catholic dogma. Whether the teaching
was true or false was not the question;
the fact remained that these books were
among the authorised books in use, and
it had been clearly proved that they were
actually in use guite recently. He had
no wish to re-open this question after the
exhaustive discussion that had already
taken place this evening, but he urged
the committee to vote with him in strilang
out these words which proposed to in-
crease the grant to these Assisted schools.
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He was quite in accord with the necessity
for giving further support to the State
schoolg, but that was no reason why
they should increase the capitation grant
to these denominational schools, es-
pecially when they found that sectarian
books were in mse in them- books not
necessarily of an objectionable character in
themselves—that wans not what he had
contended. He had not objected to the
teaching of religion at the proper hour
fixed for that purpose; his objection was
that religions dogma, by means of these
geography books, should be inculcated
during the time that ought to be devoted
to secular instruction, which was a distinet
breach of the Act. He hoped the com-
mittee would support him in his amend.-
meunt, the effect of which wounld be that the
State schools would receive that further
assistance which they Ladly needed, and
that the present capitation graut to the
Assisted schools would remain as it is.
No fair argument had been presented to
the committee why this grant should be
increased. He did not himself propose
that the amount should be decreased, but
that there should be no increase at the
present stage. Let the schools which
were admittedly inefficient be made
efficient, and let the Assisted schools,
which were admittedly efficient, remain so,

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
did not think it was really necessary to
say much more upon this subject. A
great deal had already Leen said upon it,
and he did not know that he would have
spoken again at all, only that it secemed
to him the question had degenerated, he
thought, into a question of whether the
Assisted schools, and especially those
belonging to the Roman Catholic Church,
had Dbeen acting improperly in using
certain books. That was not the position
he tock up, or the Government took
up, in this matter. If the cducational
authoritics sanctioned the use of school
boeks having o religious bias, contrary to
the Act, of course that could be easily
rectitied. He himself objected very much
to the use of elementary bovks written in
a biassed strain; though, after all, they
were accustomed to that kind of writing
even in some of the best historical works.
Histories were written from different
points of view, especially dealing with
questtons of religion. Historians as a
rule had a leaning towards their own
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religions beliefs, although he admitted
there were here and there some clever
men who were able to sink their own
views when dealing with such subjects,
But they were very few. No doubt
some of these little school books were
tinged with a religions Dbias, but that
could be easily remedied, for their exclu-
sion could be insisted upon. IE they
had been anthorised up to the present, it
went to show that there had been some
laxity in regard to the supervision of the
books allowed to be used in these Assisted
schools.  That seemed to him to be the
fault of the Central Board or of the
Inspectors, in authorising the use of these
hooks, rather than the faunlt of the
system. The view that the Government
took of this matter was that the Assisted
schoo) system was part of the educational
system of the colony. The present
Government did not establish it; they
fonud it o existence when they cvme into
office, and it had been in existence for a
great many years. It was a quarter of a
century old at the present time. Heo
thought it could not be gainsaid by its
greatest enemies that the present system
Lhad not worked fairly well. At any rate
that was his opinion. He thought a
little more life might be put into it ; but,
taken altogether, 1t certuinly had worked
fairly well. The object they had now in
view was to mmprove the status of the
teachers, in the hope of increasing the
efficiency of the schools. It wasg potorious
that the State school teachers at present
were very poorly paid; in fact they were
so badly paid that they could scarcely
exist, and the Winister of Educalion
brought the matter hefore the Govern-
ment, and the present Bill was the
result. They hoped to incrense the
grant to the Government schools from
£3 10s. to L4 10s, and to ncrease
the grunt to the Assisted schools from
£} 153 to £2 5s, being the present
proportion —one half; which was the
relative proportion that bad been main.-
tuined ever sinece the system had been
established. Seeing that the Assisted
schools formed part and parcel of the
educational system of the colony, the
Government thought it would be unfair
to increase the grant to one class of
schools and not to the other. So long as
they continued to work side by side as
parts of one svstem, it was considered
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only right and proper that if they
increased the subsidy to the Government
schools to £4 10s, it was only comanon
fairness that they should increase the
subsidy to the Assisted schools to £2 5s.
If hon. members did not want these
Asgisted schools let them say so, and
get rid of them openly. Let thuem not
deliberately cripple one class of schools
for the sake of muking the other more
effective. 'That was not faiv. Get rid of
the Assigted system altogether, rather
than seek to cripple it in that way. So
long as it continued part and parcel of the
educational law of the colony, let it
flourish alongside its neighbonr. Tf they
did not wish to encourage the system, the
fairest way would be to say so, and get
rid of it; hot, so long as it remained, let
them treat it fairly. The Government
were not actuated by any spirit of
sectarianism at all in this matter; they
wished to look at it from a practical and
common sense point of view, and in
a spirit of fair play. If £3 10s. was
too small a grant to give the Govern-
ment schools, how could they fairly
say that £1 15s. was a sufficient grant
for the Assisted schools ¥  Wishing
to continue the system as they found it
when they camne into office, they did not
think they would be acting fairly if
they strengthened the State schools by
ingreasing the grant to the extent of
£1 per head, and left the other schouls to
remain as they are. That was the view
which the Government took of the matter.
Question put—That the words proposed
to be struck out stand part of the clanse
(Mr. Illingworth’s amendment); and a
division called for, the result being :—

Ayes ... e e 13
Noes 13
AvEgs. Nors.
Mr. lurt Mr. Hooley
Mr, Connor Mr. Nlingworth
Sir John Forrest Mr, Jumea
Mr. A, lorrest Mr. Keep
Mr. Moarmion Mr. T.eake
Mr. Mouger Mr. Toton
Mr. Moran Mr. Phillips
Mr. Pearse BIr. Randell
Mr. Solomon 1 Mr. Riclinrdson
Sir J. G. Lec Steere Mr. It. F. Sholl
Wy, Throssell Mre. H, W. Sholl
Afr. Venn

Mr. Wood
Mr, Clarkson (Teller). | Mr. Harper (Teltry).
Tae CHATRMAN gave his casting
vote with the Noes, upon the ground that
he thus continned the existing law.
Amendment thus affirmed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to,
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Clanses 3 to 8, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Mr. RANDELL said he wished to
move an amendment in Claunse 31 of the
priucipal Aet. That clause provided that
“No Government school shall Le sup-
ported, and mno school founded by
voluntary efforts shall be aided by public
funds when such two schools are within
four miles of each other, unless the
combined namber of scholars attending
such schools shall amount to forty.” He
proposed to increase that number to 100.
When the number was fixed at 40, over
twenty years ago, the population of the
colony was much smaller than it is at
present, and the conditions that applied
twenty years ago did mot apply now.
The object of the clouse was to prevent
two small schools competing against each
other in country districts, when perhaps
one fairly strong school might be able to
succeed, In view of the increase of
population and the altered circumstances
of the country, and in the interests of
the (fovernment schools of the country,
he thought they ought to alter the numhber
of children from 40 to 100 to justify the
starting of two schools in the same
neighhourbood.  Tn sparsely populated
districts the clause as it stood operated
to the injury of the Government schools,
and to the encourngement of the system
which he and those who thought with
lim on this question did not desire to
see prevail.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
thought they ought to have had notice of
80 important an amendment.

Mg. RANDELL said if there was any
objection he would not press his amend-
ment. It had ocewrred to him that, as
the population had largely increased since
the passing of the Act n 1871, they
ought to increase the minimuwm number
of children, under this clawse. Though
he could see no reasounable objection to
the amendment, still, if the Government
offered any opposition to it, he would not.
move it.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) did not know that the Govern-
ment had formed any opinion on the
question one way or the other; certainly
they had not formed the opinion that the
suggested alteration was not a desirable
one. But as the Minister of BEducation
did not have a seat in that House, he

thought they ought to have an oppor-
tunity of considering the amendment.

Mr. RANDELL said he had no wish
to press it. .

Preamble and title:

Put and passed.

Bill reported, with an amendment.

REVOKING OF CIVIL SERVICE COM-
MISSION.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Debate resumed upon the following
motion, moved by Mr. Harrer: “That
an address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor, informing him that, in the
opinion of this House, the proceedings of
the Commission appointed to inquire into
the working of the Civil Service in this
colony are involving a considerable ex-
penditure of public meney, without any
probability of useful effect resulting, and
is of opinion that the appointment of
such Commission should be at ounce re-
volked. This Housc is further of opinion
that the object songht by the appointment
of the said Commission could be more
satisfactorily obtained by the introduction
of a Bill, at the next session of Parlia-
ment, to provide for the better regulation
of the Civil Service.”

Mr. WOOD: I was not present the
other night when the discussion took
place on this motion, but it seems to me
rather a strange proceeding, after the
House passing a resolution appointing
this Commission, to propose to revoke it
before it finishes its work. So far as 1
can understand, one of the main objects
of appointing the Commission was to
inquire into the working of the Works
and Railways Department; and, as the
Commission bas not yet got so far as that
department, I have an amendment to
propose which I think will carry out the
wishes of the members generally, and
probably be acceptable {o the mover of
the resolution. I beg, as an amendment
upon that motion, to move that the words
“any probability of useful effect result-
ing,” in line 5, be struck out, und that
the words “ adequate result” be inserted
in lieu thereof; and that the words “af
once,” in line 6, be struck out; and that
the following words be inserted in lieu
thereof: “ag soon as the inguiry into
the Works and Railways Department is
completed, when it shall make its final
report.” The resolution will then read



1490 Civil Service Commission :

thus: “That an Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor, informing
him that in the opinion of this House
the proceedings of the Commission ap-
pointed to inguire into the working of
the Civil Service of the colony are involv-
ing a congiderable expenditure of publie
mouney without adequate result, and is of
opinion that the appointment of such
Commission should he revoked, as soon
as the inquiry into the Works and Rail-
ways Department is completed, when it
shall make its finad report. This Houze,”

ete.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
As T have said before, I feel somewhatin
a difficnlty how to act in regard to this
matter. Having, at the request of the
House, recommended the Governor to
appoint this Commission, I do not like to
vote for this motion to revoke it; there-
fore, when the question comes to a vote,
I shall withdraw. The Government did
not ask for this Commission to be ap-
pointed at all,—in fact we did not care
for it; it was forced upon us by mem-
bers, and, although we carried out the
wishes of the House in appointing the
Commission, it. was not appoeinted at our
request. That being so, the Govern-
ment having carried ont the wishes of
the House by appointing the Commission,
I think we may fairly leave it to the
House to say whether they wish the
Commission to continue or not. Mem-
bers will thercfore deal with the matter
as they please. If they think the Com-
mission will bave fulfilled its purposs
when it reports upon the Railway De-
partment, I think all will be well. If I
were to express my own opinion, I really
do not think that very much good will
resalt from a Connmission appointed to
investigate the departments of the ser-
vice, as this has been appointed. There
are really too many details and techni-
calities connected with the various depart-
ments, which require to be dealt with hy
experts, conversant with the working of
such departments. One man may be
gualified to inquire into one particular
department, and another into another;
but to appoint a Commission consisting
chiefly of members of the Legislature fo
inquire into departmental details, and to
discover if there are any defects in the
organisation or working of the various
departments, vannot, within the limited
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time they can give to their inguiries,
result in much practical good. Of course
there may be experienced men upon the
Commission, who are qualified to under-
take such work; but, taken altogether, I
have not much faith in Commissions of
this kind, and their ability to find out
where the departmental machinery works
badly. Although the Commission may
investignte this or that complaint which
may be brought to their notice, and even
advertise for complaints, it seems to me
they have not discovered much fault so
far, although they have advertised for
people to come forward. I do think that
was a great mistake on the part of the
Commission, to advertise all over the
colony inviting people to bring their
complaints before them to be investigated.

Mr. IntineworthH: They didn't do
that.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest):
I think so. They advertised all over the
colony—uot only in the metropolitan
papers, but all over the country; and I
do think that was not a correct thing to
do. Tdo not want to blame anyone par-
ticularly, but it seems to me they made a
great error in ihat. The Government
have not one word to say about the Com-
mission, as to what they have said or
done. They seem to have come to the
conclusion that the departments are in
very good order—lietter than they pro-
bably are. I am net at all prepared to
adnut, that all the departments in the
service are in as good a condition as they
should be. T know very well they are
not, and that there are many things re-
quiring to be improved. No one is more
ready to admit that than those who have
charge of the departments; but they
bave not the means or the time at their
disposal to earry out the improvements
which they would like to carry out. I

‘suppose there is not an Under Secretary

in the service who has not in his mind, or
on his notebook, dozens of things ve-
quiring to be done, or which he would
like to sce done; hut, somehow or other,
they have not the time, or they want o
larger staft than they have, to emnable
them to carry out what they wish.
Althongh this Commission, if it continues
te sit, may find out some defects, I am
quite sure that the Under Secretaries or
the officers in charge of the departments
conld find a great many more defects,
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which they hope to be able to remedy,
but which they have not been able to
overtake hitherto. As I said before, this
Commission having been brought into
existence by a vote of this House, and
not at the request of the Government,
the House should now deal with it as it
thinks proper, and, when the qguestion
vomes to a divigion, T shall absent my-
gelf.

Me. RANDELL: I think it must be
admitted at the outsct that the work
entrusted to this Commission, to inquire
into the Civil Scrvice, is one of the most
difficult subjects that could be entrusted
to a Comumission. I may say that I was
asked to take a seat on it, but I was un-
able to accept it. I realised that the
work to be performed would be not only
unpleasant but extremely difficult, and
not likely to result in much good, except
at the hands of experts. That was one
reason why I refused. Another reason
was that my time was fully occupied,
and T felt T would not be justified in
taking upon myself such o burden as the
work of such a Cowmmission might be.
I think there are some elements in con-
nection with this Commission which, to
sny the least, have not tended to an expedi-
tious finish of their inguiry. I remember
reading some remark in o newspaper to

the effect that o wet blanket had been
" thrown over the Conmmission at the
begioning—1I do not know exactly what it
referred to, but it seemed to imply that
the Commission had started upon. its
task without a prospect of doing much
good. I am rather in accord with the
amendment of the hon. member for West
Perth, so far as I understand it—that
the Commission should be continued
until it examines into the Railways and
Works Department. I believe there is a
general feeling in the vountry—it is
expressed both in the public papers and
privately—that the Commission should
not be revoked without its going into this
partieular department.
other methods of inquiry thun by means
of & Commission are sometimes adopted
to discover necessary reforms. I have
been told—it has not come within my own
knowledge —but T have been told that
connection with inguiries into branches
of the Civil Service in England resort has
been had to this method of investigation :
experienced officers from outside are

I belteve that |
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introduced into the department who are
not known fo the officials, and these men
are employed as ordinary clerks, while at
Lthe sume time they are quietly observing
what is going on, and they make a report
to the Government of the result of their
observations. The system adopted par-
takes somewhat of the detective system,
but it seems an efficient way of ascertain-
ing whether the clerks employed are
doing their duty, and whether they are

¢ efficient or otherwise. I am not prepared,

. at the present moment, to commend this

method of imquiry to the Governmenthere ;
I merely mention it. 1 have not read
the whole of the progress report of this
Commission, but what little I have read
of it scems to me to tend in the direction
of recommending increases of salaries to
officers, who, I believe myself, are now
underpaid considering the duties they
discharge. T think the sooner the Com-
mission ig brought to an end the better,
for all the practical good that is likely to
result from it, though it would be as
well perhaps, in fairness to the depart-
ment itself, that an inquiry should be
made into the working of the Railways
and Works Department. I dare say the
gevtleman at the head of that depart-
ment will welcome uny inquiry into its
working.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. 'W. Venn): I rise to
say a few words, not as to whether this
Commission should be continued or dis-
continued, for, so far as the Works and
Railways Department is concerned, I
shall be very glad indeed for any Com.
mission to inguire most thoroughly into
its organisation and working, for I feel
satisfied in my own mind that only good
will result from such an inquiry. But I
rise on this ovcasion to say a few words
in reply to some remarks made by the
hon. member for Nannine. The hon.
member for Beverley, too, made use the
other evening of an expression he had
no business to use in reference to this
department, when he made use of the
word “unwholesome.” The hon. member
for Naunine got into a great rage, and
stamped his foot, and apoke very excitedly,
and led the House to suppose that £2,400
of the public money had been given away
to a contractor. All I can say is this: I
feel satisfied that the hon. member could
not have believed what he said. If he
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did so, it must have been at the expense
of his intelligence, because there was no
snch thing as giving away £2,400 of the
public money to any contractor. If the
hou. member would only read the evidence
—I admit I had never read it uutil
after hearing what the hon’ member
stated the other evening—if he would
only read the evidence he would sce
there was no such thing as giving away
the public money. This was the con-
tractor’s money, and not public money.
All these contracts have certain penalties
attached to them, which may be levied or
not, according to the surrounding circum-
stances. As a mwatter of fact it is very
rarely that these penalties are enforced
by this or any other Government, if the
contractor shows that there was just and
sufficient reason why the conditions of
the contract have wnot heen strictly
adhered to. The mere fact of not insist-
g upon a penalty being inflicted does
not mean that the public money has heen
given away; any more than, if s magis-
trate fines a drunken man 53, when the
maximum penalty is 40s., would it be said
that the magistrate had given away 35s,
of the public money. Or, in the case of
a criminal convicted of an offence : though
the law may admit of a sentence of 14
years, the presiding Fudge, in view of
mitigating circomstances, may consider
that six months would be a sufficient
penalty. Would you say in that casec
that there had heen a miscarriage of
justice, because the Judge did not wflict
the full penalty which the law provided ?
It ig jast the same with these contracts.
Every case has to be dealt with on its
merits. Ag I have said, no Government
in the world would dream of imposing
the full penalty, when there are just and
reasonable grounds for not insisting upon
the full penalty. In this particular case
there was a penalty for non-fulfilment of
a portion of the contract within a given
time; but the whole matter was gone
into by the engineer in charge of the
work, and the full penalty was not
enforced. It was found that there were
circumstances which justified the Govern-
ment in not insisting upon the full penalty
being imposed, and therefore it was not
imposed, any more than it would in any
other case, under similar circumstances.
The hon. member, in fact, discovered a
mare'snest. He might discover hundreds
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of the same sort, because it is very rarely
indeed that these penalties arve enforced.
T always see the certificates, and always
take into consideration the reasons given
why the penalty should not be enforeed ;
and, unless I am satisfied that they arve
good and sufficient reasons, I decline
to accept them; but, if I am satisfied
that the delay has occurred through unoe
fault of the contractor, I think it would
be rather hard that the Government
shounld insist upon its pound of flesh,
and impose the full penalty provided
under the contraect. The object of pro-
viding these penaltics is not to enable
the Governmnent to make money out of
contractors; they are simply put in in
order that we may have some hold upon
the contractor, and in order to ensure the
contract being carried out properly,
according to specification. The specifi-
cation for the Bunbury contract (referved
to) provided that the works were to be
completed by July 14th, 1893, including
a number of additional works, and they
were completed by August 11th; and the
penalties for.which the contractor rendered
himsglf liable were for delays in com-
pleting the permanent way and the
station building at Pinjarrak. The work
wag practically done, except that station,
and the Government practically sustained
no loss by the deluy. TUnder the cirenm-
stances, which were fully inquired into at
the time, the full peualty was not en-
forced. That is the sum and substance
of the whole thing. There was nothing
“ unwholesome " about it, and no giving
away of the public money. Our actions
were regulated by truth, and justice, and
honour, and nothing else ; and, under the
circumstances, to have inflicted the full
penalty, when the contract wos honestly
carried out, and the delay caused no loss
to the Government, would i my opinion
have been improper and uncalled for.
These penalties, I may ndd, were remitted
by order of the Executive Council, after
due consideration of the whole of the
circumstances.

Me. A. FORREST: I am sure that
after the very interesting speech of the
Commissioner of Railways we need not
say mwuch more. As the Estimates for
his department were allowed to pass
through very quietly, in the absence of
many memnbers from the House, no doubt
he flatters himself it is all right. He
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says he will be glad if the Commission
inquires into his Department. Well, all
I can say is, I hope it will ; and, for that
reason, I shall be glad to see the Com-
mission go on. I fail to see why it should
stop now, at this particular department.
‘We want this Commission to deal with
those departments which have the spend-
ing of the country’s money, and not with
the small departments of the service
Who ever heard of the Colonial Secretury’s
department being in disrepute ¥ They
only employ a small npumber of officers,
at a small salary. The same again with
the Audit Department, and the other
departments exawined by the Commis-
sion. There was no need to appoint any
Commission o inquire into these depart-
ments.  What a Comnission was wanted
for was to deal with the Department of
Works and Railways. With all due
deference to my friend the Comnissioner,
I think his department ought to Dbe
inquired into. We know that the Engi.
neer-in-Chief represents and rules not
only the Works and Railways but the
whole colony. He not only rules my hon.
friend's department, but every other de-
partment of the public service; and, as
I stated the other day, in ten years time
we may as well hand over the whole
colony to this gentleman from New Zea-
land, who will no doubt show ns how to
spend onr myuecy. We shall have had
the pleasure of paying; I don’t know
what he will have had.

Mr. RawperLL: He is too clever for
the hon. member.

Mr. A. FORREST: No doubt he is
tuo clever for me. I wm only an ordinary
business man. I don’t aspire to be an
Enginecr-in-Chief, nor to be 2 man who
can rule the whole colony, and spend 99
per cent. of the whele revenue. I think
this Comwission will not be going too
far if it goes inlo this department
thoroughly ; it will he a move iu the
right direction, The Commission was
not intended to inquire into the ordinary
branches of the service at all. 1 voted
against it in the first instance, as T did
npt think it would do much good ; buf,
as the Commission has been auppointed,
it ought to deal with this mnost iinportant
department. I quite agree that the
Engineer-in-Chiel, who rules it, is a most
able man—the most able man in the
colony. But th. difficulty is to get to

[19 Nov., 1894]

Revoking of. 1493
him, Many contractors in this colony
are unable to approach him at all. Their
cases have been In, to my knowledge, for
many months, relating to a remission of
fines, or to moneys which they are en-
titled to. When they apply for any in-
formation, they are always referred
backwards and forwards, from pillar to
post, and they can never get to this
angnst official, the Engineer-in-Chief,
who bas the final settlement of all con-
tracts in this colony.

Mr. Loron : He is the Minister then ?

Mi. A. FORREST: He is above the
Minigter; he’ rules everybody, Ministers
and all. In all contracts he hus the
final settlement of them, and, unless you
can get to see him, there’s anend of it. T
lmow o cuse now that has been going
backwards and forwards for six months,
and I really do not think it has got to the
Engineer-in-Chief yet; and I doubt if it
ever will. The wan has a very foir claim
for compensution, for loss of time and
material ; but he cun pet no reply from
the Enginecr-in-Chief. I supposec thatis
because the matler has not got to that
official, who, as T said, rules the whole
colony. Why should the colony be ruled
by one man, however clever he may be?
I do not say it is not to the advantage of
the colony—far from that, becanse 1 have
a very greal opinion of his ability—to
have a c¢lever man like the Engineer-in-
Chief, but we don’t want him to be chief
ruler of the colony.

Mg. Banpecn : 1 thought the Premier
was the chief ruler.

Mr. A. FORREST: The Premier is
nowhere.  Whatever the Engineer-in-
Chief says is to be done, must be done. I
have often wondered why a great colony
like New Zealand shouid have let this
man go. I never could understand it my-
self, because I belive he received o greater
sulary there than he dves here. [Tae
Preuier: No.] About the same, I think,
T took the trouble while I was in Sydney
a few years ago to inquire how it was
that the New Zealand Government had
let this great man go; and T was told
that the fact of the matfer was he ruled
the Ministers. I believe he does the same
here, and I am very sorry to heav it. I
de not want to say anything against him,
but he seems to be so persistent aud so
overbearing that he can overrule his own
Minister, and I believe he even overrules
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the Premier himself ; and if a stop is not !

put to this gentleman, all I can say is we
had better hand over the colony to him.
To show what sort of man he 1s, T may
be allowed to mention what occurred after
lust scssion. T think I am justified in
saying it, becanse T am privileged here.

At the last session of Parliament the -

question of supplying the Government
with 60,000 sleepers cropped up, and T
said in this House that the colony had
lost £1,500 by not calling for tenders for
those slecpers; and a report came down
from the Engineer-in-Chief to say that
he was quite justified in acting as
he did about those sleepers. I felb it
my duty at the time to say—never
dreaming it would be taken seriously
—that the Engineer-in-Chief's reply to
what had been stated in the House was
“impudent,” and that he showed no good
reason why he should have paid 1s. 114d.
for those sleepers when he could have got
them for ls. 6d. Some fouwr or five
months afterwards 1 happened to meet
this great man who rules this country.
I had not thought anything more about
the matter myself, and I went up to him
to speak to him, like one citizen might to
another, and he told me, ““ Unless you
apologise for your cenduct in the House ”
{or words to that effect) “ I do not wish
to know you.” On that, T at once said
I still thought his reply was impudent,”
and I do so now. I do not think he had
any right to make snch a remark, because
a member of this House had called
attention to a certain matter simply in
the interests of the colony. I was not
interested in the matter mysclf, as I
explained at the time; and I think I
was quite justified in the remark T
made that the Engineer-in-Chief’s reply
to what was stated in this House was
“impudent.” T think it is clearly the
wish of this House that this Commission
should go on and inquire into this
department, which is the great spending
department of the country. If it was
understood that the Cownmission was to
go into the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment, the Audit Department, und such
departments as these, I should have most
strongly opposed its appeintrent. We
want the Works and Railways Depart-
ment inquired into, and I think it will do
its duty to the countiry if it poes into
that department.

Revoking of.

Mr. B. F. SHOLL: I am sorry the
hon. member who has just sat down
should have taken the opportunity of
casting reflections upon one of the most
valuable officers we bhave in the public
service. I think it is rather a pity,
because it is very well known that this
gentleman, although he has a very strong
will of his own, is o very able man.

M=r. A. Forrest: I didn't say he was
not.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: He is not only a
very able man, but a man who acts
strictly in the best interests of the country.
As to his not being come-at-uble, we
know he has a very large department
to look after—works going on all over

_the country—and it 1s not likely he

can be approached by everyone. Every-
body acknowledges that hedoes not spare
himself in any way, and that he is a very
hard-working official, and that he does
his work well, and in what he conceives
to be the best interests of the colony. T
do not think that anyone has ever thought
that he has worked for his own benefit in
any way. It would, perhaps, be much
more pleasant for himself if he tried to
be a little more conciliatory with con-
tractors and others, hut I do not think
that the country would benefit hy it
With regard to this Commission, prob-
ably it would be as well that it should
make some inguiry into this particular
department. I do nof see that it has
done any good up to the present. The
only evidence of any importance I can
find in connection with the Colonial
Secretary’s Department is that a lot of
official papers are pushed into pigeonholes.
There is also something--it may he only a
mare’s nest—about some concession made
to the contractor for the Bunbury Railway.
Another discovery the Commission made
was that the Treasury has taken credit
for money it did not receive. All this
information may be very useful in its
way, but there is nothing in it when it is
explained, and I dare say it can all be
satisfactorily explained. With regard to
this Commission continuning its work,
what I object to more than anything clse
is the expense it is putting the couniry
to. They do not sit very regularly, but
the expenses are going on all the time; I
believe the secretury gets £3 a week, and
there is office rent. I helieve the reason
they have not heen sitting lately is
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because their chairman went to Cool-
gardie, and they have had to wait until
hig reburn. The mistake made was to
appoint members of this House to sit on
this Commission. It ought to have been
a paid Commission. I do not wish in
any way to reflect upon those gentlemen
who are giving up their time to this work
and also attend to their duties in the
House; I think the thanks of the country
are due to them. But I do not think
that any practical result will be derived
from the Commission continuing its
labours beyond what is proposed in this
amendment. It may, perhaps, be as well
it should gointo this Works Department,
though, for my own puart, I think it would
have been just as well to do away with
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may afford members a certain amount
of infermation with regard to the working
of the service; but, to my mind, the Com-
mission has gone almost entirely upon
wrong lines; it has gome too much
altogether into petty details. But, having
gone so far, I think it is as well it should
continue until its inquiries into the Works
and Railways Department are made. 1
am in accord with the suggestion that the
Commission should be continued to that
extent. A great deal has been said

, to-night in reference o a certain official,

the Commission at once, for they will .

not be able to do anything with the
Engineer-in-Chief when they get him
before them. He knows too much for

result will follow their inquiries. We
have a very valuable servant in the
Engineer-in-Chief, and I think that we,
who sit in this House, ought to acknow-
ledge his services to the country, rather
than depreciate them.

Mr. LOTON: T am rather surprised,

who, in my opiuion, is one of the best
officers this colony possesses, and that
is the Engineer-in-Chief. There is no
doubt, whatever his failings may be, that
his abilities are very considerable, and that
he is us honourable, as industrious, and as
capable an officer as we can expect to
find. Opposed as I am to the undue

. borrowing and expenditure of public
them, and I do not think any practical '

considering the views expressed by the -
Attorney General the other day, that the -

Government are willing to allow this
Commission to continve its labours
another day. I have had some experience
upon Commissions myself, and T have
generally found that whatever conelusions
are atrived at by a Commission, or a
majority of the members of a Commission,
very little action iz taken upon their
recoinmendations by the powers that be.
Some time ago a Commission was ap-
pointed to" inquire into the Railway
‘Workshops, and I was one of the
individualsappointed on that Commission.
We presented a report just at the close
of the lust scssion of Parliament, which
has since been printed, but no action has
been taken by the Government in the
matter, The report of the Commission
was of no value whatever, according to
the views of the Government, for they
have taken no notice of it. They never
had the courtesy even to acknowledge the
receipt of the report of the Commission.
With regard to this Civil Service Com-
mission, I do not think that its labours
will result in wiry great benefit at all.

It .

money, and to any extravagance, I will
say this: that under the direction of
the present Engineer-in-Chief we bave
bad, in connection with our railway con-
struction, better work done and at less
cost than was ever known in this colony
hefore, and T believe T may say in any of
the other Australian colonies. I beleve
we bave had better and cheaper work
done in that direction under the super-
vision, not of the Minister of Works and
Railways—-for it iz not the province or
duty of a Minister to superintend these
details —but under the supervision of
the Engineer-in-Chief, than we ever had
before.  With regard to the question of
the retention money in connection with
the coutract for the South-Western
Railway, I think the hon. mewmber for
Nannine is to be commended to a certain
extent for bringing the matter before the
House, thongh it has been explained this
evening by the Minister; and the explan-
ation 1s to my wmind satisfactory, seeing
that the country suffered no loss through
the contractor’s delay.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I just want
to say, in reference to Commigsions
generally, that from what little I koow
about them they may be regarded for the
most part in the light of a patent white-
washing machine. I de not think they
ever do much good. They are generally
appointed because the Government of the
day either has not the inclination or the
courage to face the difficulties or the
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evils which these Commissions are sup-
posed to deal with. But I do think that
when a Cummission has been appointed,
and has done a certain amount of work,
awd it bhas pot yet come to the very
department which justified its appoint-
ment, it would be a grave wmistake to
revoke the Commission at this stage.
‘With regard to the remission of penalties
to a certain contractor, T thought I had
made mysclf understood the other night.
I say most distinctly, reading the evideuce
as it stands here, with only the informa-
tion given here, that the thing has a most
“unwholesome ™ appearance; and I used
that as an argument why the Com:mission
shouid continue its inquiry and have the
matter cleared wp, because I expressed
niy conviction at the time that there
must be another side of the question, and
that the researches of the Comnission
into the Railway Department would
probably give us that other side. Some
exception has been taken to my haviog
used the expression “ public money ™ in
conngetion with these penalties. What
are the facts ? We find that the engineer
in charge of the work made all possible
allowance in favour of the coantractor,
and that after making al! these allowances
there were still penalties amounting to
£2,450 due from the contractor, which
the engineer in charge considered onght
to go into the coffers of the State. If it
had gone into the coffers of the State, I
take it, it would have been public money.
But it didr’t go there, aud to that extent
the coffers of the State suffered. There
may have been good reason why the
Executive Council reduced that £2,450 to
£50, but it does not appear on the face
of the evidence; and 1t was for that
reason that I argued the desirability of
continuing the Commission. The Premier
made refervnce to-night to the advertisc-
ment published by the Commission in the
newspapers. 1 have a copy of it here,
and I venfure to say that the Premier
has wholly misunderstood the object of
that advertisement. It reads thus:—

CrviL Senvice COMMIBSION OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA.

NOTICE.

With a view of making a mere full and com-
plete inquiry inte the working and organisa-
tion of the Public Service of the colony, by

giving an opportunity to persons outside the |

Reyoking of.

Service to make known any important matters
connected therewith, the Civil Service Crm-
mission invites communications in writing
from interested parties, whom the Commission

‘may call to furnish personal evidence, should

the nature of their communications by letter
warrant that couvse.

That advertisement was put in for an
express purpose. It was known there
were persons in the colony who had had
large experience in connection with the
Civil Service, but who were not now con-
nected with the service, and this advertise-
mend wus inserted in order to reach these
parties.

Tur Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Interested parties. ’

Mer. ILLINGWORTH : Not at all.

Tue PreEmize (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
The advertisement says so.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: The object
was to assist the labours of the Com-
mission.

Tae Arrornky GExpran (Hon. S.
Burt) : Not at all. You misinterpret it
altogether. .

Me. ILLINGWORTH: That is the
interpretation the Commission put upon
it; so I am informed.

Tun Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Ii is not the interpretation that the
Chairman put upon it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Be that as it
may; what I desire is, that an oppor-
tunity should be given to the department
concerned to throw more light upon this
question of the remission of penalties to
contractors. As I said on a former
occasion, I do not believe that, taken as
i whole, there is any similar department
in the Australian colonies that is so well
managed as the Railway Department of
Western Australia, though I believe that
in minor matters there has been gross
mismanagement; and the very fact of
there being so many complaints made
against the department renders it desir-
wble that there shonld be a strict investi-
gation. The country will not be satisfied
until there is un investigation. Therefore,
I must vate for the continuance of the
Commission, in the hope that it may be
able to throw some samitary light (as I
said the other day) upou what has been
ealled the “unwholesome™ disclosures
connected with this particular department.

Mr. CLAREKSON: I cannot help
thinking that it would have been hetter
if this Commission had directed its
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energies to inquiring into the working of |
the Public Works Department, instead '

of wasting its time vver the departments
it has been inquiring into up to the
present.
wasting the money of the country. So

I think they have been simply

fur as I am aware, there has been no |
complaint against Lhese other branches

of the service. The only department with
regard to which I have heard any fault
found, is that under the control of the
Commissioner of Railways. I am not
prepared to say that the charges against
it are true, hut T think that, in the
interests of that department itself, it
would be well that this Commission
should inquire into its working. I was
sorry to hear the remarks I heard made
this evening about the Engineer-in-Chief,
whotn I believe to be a most able officer.
I think it would have been a good thing
for this colony if he had been appointed
some years sooner. We should not,
perhaps, have had the great Llunders in
railway construction which we had in
days gone by. I think it is rather unfair
to publicly attack an officer like that in
this House, where he has no opportunity
of defending himself.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): T must say that the observa-
tions indulged in by members in the
cowrse of this debate seem to me some-
what outside the question. As T said
the other day, this Commission was uob
appointed to inquire into the working of
the Civil Service, or of any department
of the service, but into its organisation.

Mz, Loror: I think you will find it
was appointed to inquire into both the
working and the organisation.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): No; T have the terms of their
commission befere me; and, in their
report, they recite the terws of their com.
mission. They say they were charged to
inquire into the organisation of the Civil
Bervice. There is not a word said about
their inquiring into the working of the
service. I do oot think the object which
members now desire will be attained if
this Commission adheres to the terms of
their present commission; and I cannot
help thinking that object would be better
attained by appointing a select committee
of members to inquire into the working
of this particular department. If, how-
ever, there isany particular desire to alter
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the scope of the Commission, the Govern-
ment, no doubt, would give every facility
for the Commission to inquire into the
working of this department, though that
is not what they were appointed for, but
the orgunisation of the service. I am
sure if they do inquire into this depart-
ment the result will be the same us it has
been with regard to the other branches of
the service they have already reported
upon. We shall find them reporting that
it is one of the most satisfactory depart-
ments in the colony, that it is ex-
tremely efficient, that the men employed
are overworked and underpaid, and that
their salaries should be increased all
round. That will be about the resalt of
their labours. T was going to ask the
hon. member to alter the wording of his
resolation, inasnnch as it recites that the
Commission was appointed to inquire
into the “working ™ of the Civil Service,
whereas it was only appointed to inquire
into the “ organisation ™ of the service.

Mr. HARPER: I helieve Tam respon-
sihle for the wording of the resolution.
I think, after the very general expression
of opinion on the part of the House it
may be accepted that what the House
desives is an 1nvestigation into the work-
ing and organisation of this department
(Works and Railways) and, if the Gov-
ernment do not object to that

Tee CoMMISSIONER OF RaiLwavs
(Hon. H. W. Venn) : You would have to
revoke the present Commission and issue
4 new one.

Mr. HARPER: I am quite willing to
accept the amendment. I cannot help
thinking it was a mistake on the part of
the House Lo allow the Estimates dealing
with these departments to go through in
the manner they did. I am sure it wasa
great disappointinent to the country, and
possibly to the Commissioner of Railways
himself, that the departmental Estimates
were not more thorowshly debated and
inquired into. For that reason I think
it 1s very desirable that the Commission
should examine into this department.
Even if they do net find anything parti-
cularly wrong, it will be satisfactory; or,
if they do find something grossly wrong,
it will be satisfactory to the country to
know that they have muade the discovery,
If the Government will accept the views
of members, and take such steps as may
be necessary to enable the Commission to
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carry out the wishes of the House in
regard to this department, I think it
would be very desirable.
Amendments put and passed.
Resolution, as amended, agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-45 p.m.

Legislatibve Gouncil,
Tuesday, 20th November, 1894.

Goldfields Act Amendment Bill: committee—Modienl
Rill: flest reading—Bunbury Street Closure Bill:
first rending—Elementary Educntion Act Amend.
ment Bill: firat reading—Appropriation Bill : second
rending ; committee; third reading — Lnnde Re-
sumption Bill: committee; third reading—Iuecct
Pests Bill: Lerislative Council's Amendments—
Loan Estimates, 1804-5: Legislative Council’s Sug-
gestions—Adjonrnment. .

Tre PRESIDENT (Eon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 7-80 o'cleck p.m.

PRAYERS.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

Schedule:

TaeHon. J. C. & FOULKES: During
the short time which has elapsed since
this House last sat I have given the matter
I then referred to some consideration. I
find, on logking into the question, that if
we give a right of appeal to the Supreme
Court some serious questions will be in-
volved. Tt was my intention to limit the
appeal to our Supreme Court, but there is
some doubt as to whether we can provide
that, because I believe that every subject
has the right of appealing from our
Supreme Court to Her Majesty in Coun-
¢il. Therefore I most reluctantly post-
pone bringing forward the amendment I
previously referred to. It is unfortu-
pately the end of the session, and I regret

Lends Resumption Bill,

that the Government did not bring for-
ward the Bill earlier, so that we might
have had ample time to consider the
sulyject.

Schedule agreed to.

Bill reported.

The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Bill was then read a third time,
and pesged.

. MEDICAL BTLL.
This Bill was received from the Legis.
lative Assembly, and was read a first time.

CLOSURE OF STREETS IN BUNBURY
BILL.
Thiz Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was rend a first time.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first time.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tee Hon. F. T. CROWDER: Since
the last sitting of the House I have con-
sidered this Bill, and do not propose to
make any objection to it.

Bill read a second time,

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was considered in committee,
and agreed to without amendment.
The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Bill was then read a third time,
and passed.

LANDS RESUMPTION BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clouse 2—Power to take land :

Tuae How. F. T. CROWDER: I moveto
strike out sub-section (e.), which provides
that the Government may have the power
to take lands for botanical gardens,
parks, pleasure grounds, and places for
public recreation. I think this gives too
much power, and may he used to mfluence
votes at election timme. There is no
hardship in the clause being struck out,
because, when the Government desire to
purchase pleasure grounds, they can bring
1 a special Bill for the purpose.



